
 

Grand Commander’s Message 
 

Sir Knights,  
The holidays are behind us -- families are getting back to normal, taxes are 
due, bills are coming in, some are returning to the service of our country, 
sickness is and always will be doing its normal come and go among us, and 
some have lost their jobs -- it can be a tough time. But I say THANKS! Many 
brave Masons have performed their duty to the Craft and our country over 
the year, but we sometimes forget who we are and where we come from. 
Masons are always around -- just look for them, we are always here trying to 
help despite the impediments placed before us.  
 
After watching the mini-series The Presidents on the History Channel, I 
wanted to read more about our fellow Mason and Sir Knight, William 
McKinley, our 25th President. It seems fitting to write a little about this man. 
We have installed our 45th President less than a year ago; let's see how the 
perception of Masonry has changed over the years between President 
McKinley and President Trump.  
 
McKinley enlisted as a private in the 23rd Ohio Volunteer Infantry, rising 
through the ranks to Captain by 1864, then to brevetted Major by President 
Lincoln on March 13, 1865, for gallantry in combat. After the war, he 
attended Albany Law School in New York and was admitted to the Ohio Bar 
in 1867 in Canton, Ohio. He was elected to Congress from Ohio from 1876-
91.  After his district was changed by a Democratic legislature, he was 
defeated in the election of 1890 -- but in 1892 he was elected as Governor of 
Ohio for two terms (1892-1896). He was then elected President in 1896 and 
re-elected in 1900. He was shot by Leon Czolgozs on September 6, 1901, in 
Buffalo, New York, and he died September 14th. 

 
While a Union Major, McKinley received his degrees in a Southern Lodge 
during the war.  He was protecting and managing the Army hospital at 
Winchester, VA. and was struck by the ties he saw between the Union 
doctors and the Confederate prisoners.  When he learned the reason for 
such a bond between the men while war raged around them, he asked to be  

admitted to Hiram Lodge No 21 of Winchester and was initiated May 1, 1865, 
passed May 2, and raised on May 3, 1865, by J. Reed -- a Confederate Chaplain 
who served in the East. On August 21, 1867, he affiliated with Canton Lodge 
No. 90 in Ohio, and on June 2, 1868, he became a charter member of Eagle 
Lodge No. 431 of Canton (this Lodge was later named William McKinley Lodge 
in his honor). He was also a member of Canton Chapter No 84 of RAM and 
received his Mark, Past, and Most Excellent degrees on December 27, 1883, 
and the Royal Arch on December 28, 1883. He received his Commandery 
Orders on December 18-23, 1884, with Canton Commandery No. 38. On 
December 23, 1896, he was elected a Life Member of Washington 
Commandery No. 1, Washington, DC. During his career in Congress he was a 
frequent visitor to the Lodges in the District of Columbia. He was the Grand 
Orator at the dedication of the Masonic Temple in Canton on June 25,1890, 
and on December 14, 1899, while he was the sitting President of the United 
States. In May 1901 he attended a reception given in his honor by California 
Commandery No. 1, San Francisco. On May 23, 1900, he received the 
members of the Mystic Shrine at a reception in the White House.  Many other 
times McKinley performed Masonic duties while in office. His remains were 
escorted by five Commanderies of Knights Templar from the White House to 
the Capitol on September 17, 1901, and at his funeral on September 19

th
, over 

2,000 uniformed Knights Templar formed the Fourth Division of the funeral 
escort.  
 
It seems in those days our elected officials were proud of their Masonic 
affiliations. These days, most elected officials seem to hide from joining 
Freemasonry. Why? Are you a proud Mason, or do you keep it a secret? Can 
we expect anyone to ask us to be one if they do not know we are one? We do 
good work for our fellow man; we try to become better men, we try to help 
our fellow Brothers in their times of need. We vote, we volunteer, and we 
serve. Let people know who you are.  Again, be proud of our Masonic 
heritage! 
 
Courteously,  
 
Hamilton “Zach” Zachary, GC 
 

 
 
Note from the Editor:  For interested Sir Knights, there are some amazingly 
detailed archival films on youtube of President McKinley’s funeral.  Uniformed 
Knights Templar escorting his hearse are clearly visible. 
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