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Sir Knights,

As we continue to work on my theme for the year Be the Change You 
Want to See we move on to the tenth of Brother Benjamin Franklin’s 13 
virtues, Cleanliness.

Cleanliness. Tolerate no uncleanliness in body, clothes, or habitation.

While I don’t see any immediate connection with this virtue to Masonic 
ritual, I do think this is useful to all of us as we maintain our Masonic 
facilities and paraphernalia.  

If we would take as much pride in our buildings and costumes as we do in 
our work, imagine the improvement in the hearts and minds of our new 
candidates.  You could present the best work possible but if the candi-
date is distracted by the water stain on the wall, or the torn costume you 
are wearing, he isn’t hearing the work.

Too many times I have visited York Rite bodies only to find the place un-
kempt or the paraphernalia dirty or broken.  In my own bodies we have 
costumes that should be repaired or replaced, or at the very least profes-
sionally cleaned.  

I know it is expensive to replace costumes, so that makes taking care of 
the ones you have even more important.  I also know that for the most 
part our York Rite bodies are tenants and not responsible for the upkeep 
of the building.  But we can work with our Temple Associations and offer 
to trade work for rent, or just plan a facility work day.  Invite the mem-
bers of the host Lodge and use it as an opportunity to discuss the York 
Rite while also fixing up the building.  

Happy New Year

Right Eminent Sir Knight Stewart K. Drost, KCT, Past Grand Ccommander with 
Most Worshipful Theodore J. Nelson, Grand Master of Masons of Connecticut at 

the recent Knights Patriot event held at Hamilton Commandry No. 5. 

I would offer this suggestion to those bodies that are merged bodies and 
perhaps have the paraphernalia of several bodies.  Look through your cos-
tumes and gear and if you have more than you need, contact your Grand 
officers and offer it up to other bodies that may need a new costume or 
piece of paraphernalia.  Likewise, if you have a need let your Grand of-
ficers know and they can try to find it.

We can work together to improve the appearance of our work throughout 
the state just as we continue to improve our ritual work and education.

Next month we will explore the virtue of Tranquility.
In Templary,

Charles A. McCollum
Right Eminent Grand Commander


