
 

Squires were the young men who, just like in the movies, were there 

to assist the knight in any way possible, from polishing his weapons 

to feeding his horses. The difference for a Templar Squire is that this 

was often a hired position, especially in the first hundred years of the 

Order. It was only later that many Squires were there specifically to 

test themselves and their mettle and to climb to the order of Knight. 

They wore garb like that of the Sergeants. 

 

Lay Servants could run the gamut, from masons brought in to do 

building or repair work to personal servants to an officer. The 

hierarchical statutes of the Templar Rule laid out precisely how many 

of such servants each officer could have. For a Templar to have too 

many would be a sin of pride. Due to the number of masons and 

builders under the command of the Templars they were an institution 

not only known for their fighting skills, but were known to be capable 

of building great and expensive structures. 

 

One of the most important positions within the Templar Order was 

that of the Cleric. This man had many important jobs, not 

ecclesiastical, but also secular in many ways. He was an internal 

priest for the Order. He had the power to hear confessions and to give 

absolution for sins; Templars were forbidden to give confession to 

anyone other than a cleric in the Templar Order without Papal 

approval. These clerics were not answerable to local clerics or 

bishops, but only to the Pope. 

 

Confrere were associate members that served for a short period of 

time and who did not partake in the monastic vows. 
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Hierarchy of the medieval Knights Templar, Part III 

 

Continuing from the October 2017 supplement: 

 

Through these officer positions mentioned in previous supplements, 

terms like Knights, Sergeants, and Squires appeared. These were the 

classes, but there were also servants and clerics, and were arranged as 

follows: 

 

Knights are the most well-known of the Templar classes and were 

known as the backbone of the battlefield; very few battles were fought 

without the Templars present. To become a Knight, one had to be of 

noble birth and for such reason composed a small number in comparison 

to the total number of members within the Templar Order. A Knight 

wore the famous white mantle adorned with a red cross, kept their hair 

short, and were known for their bears which they were not allowed to 

shave. Quite often Knights would also be used outside the battlefield in 

advisory roles which could include sitting as Judge in lower courts. 

 

The next class of the Templars, the Sergeants, did not have to be from 

noble stock. As a display of their lower status than the Knights, they 

wore primarily a black mantle with a red cross, but sometimes would 

wear a brown mantle. This class was the chief support of the Order and 

as such much more versatile than the Knights as they not only would 

fight alongside the Knights, but also would be seen notaries, craftsman, 

blacksmiths, masons, or cooks - it all depended on what the needs of the 

Order were. They were given one horse, but no squires. 

 

 


