
shelter, and friendship. I know from personal experience that I am ‘preaching to the choir’, and I am proud to 
be one of  you. Keep up the Good Work!         
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FROM THE GRAND COMMANDER 
(Continued  from Facing Page) 

fraternity; be the one who welcomes the new member, the visitor; do the Work of preparing 
the meals, and cleaning the building. Working together, we can accomplish great things!  
 Paintsville York Rite will host their annual Winter York Rite Festival again this year. 
The Chapter and Council degrees will be conferred in mid-January, and the Orders of the 
Commandery will follow on February 3. Contact Chris Griffith or Anthony Skeans for more 
information. I’m sure they are more than willing to do courtesy work. It is good to see so much 
ritual work going on across the Commonwealth.  

May God’s richest blessings be upon each of you throughout this new year. 
Courteously, Randall Partin Grand Commander  

COMMEMERATIVE COIN  
Louisville-DeMolay has just a few of the gold coins struck for its 150

th
 anniversary coins left and 

they are for sale for $10 each.  All proceeds will go to the Knight Templar Eye Foundation. 
  Contact you editor or our Recorder for instructions to purchase.  

GEORGE WASHIINGTON FESTIVAL 
King Solomon Chapter, Louisville Council and Louisville-DeMolay Commandery appointed 
committees to facilitate the conferring of all degrees and orders on Saturday, February 24 
special one-day festival. at our asylum.  We will open the asylum at 7 A.M. for coffee and 
donuts, and will open on the Mark Master degree at 8 A.M. and the Commandery Orders will 
begin about 1:30 P M that afternoon with the short form Order of Red Cross and Order of 
Malta. Following this we will confer the Order of the Temple in full form.   
Lunch will be served about noon. 
As in previous years, all knights from other Commanderies are invited to attend and participate.  
In addition, we will include all Select Masters from other councils to receive the orders that 
afternoon. 
It is especially important that we, as Sir Knights, demonstrate our commitment to unity by 
arriving in the morning to participate in the Chapter and Council degrees. 
This event is being announced four months early, so that every member of every Commandery 
in the Commonwealth may bring his own Master Mason candidate.  Concentrate on those 
Masons who want to “Improve Themselves in Masonry”.  Special invitations will be sent to our 
Grand Officers, 
No special preparation is required for members from other Lodges outside Jefferson County. 
We want this to be a Commonwealth wide event and encourage other units to vote on their 
new members in advance and come enjoy well-done work with a large number of side-liners.  It 
would be good to notify Secretary John Johnson, or Recorder G. Michael Miller of numbers, so 
sufficient food will be provided.                 

EAST CENTRAL DEPARTMENT CONFERENCE 
The 2018 conference will be March 9-10 at the Hilton Fort Wayne at the Grand Wayne 
Convention Center.  The center is located at 1020 South Calhoun St. in Fort Wayne, In. 
As in the recent past, Chapter, Council, and Commandery will meet at the same site, and each 
will have their own agenda.  Save this date and a more complete agenda will be in the February 
KT Supplement.   
This conference is open to every York Rite Mason and provides an opportunity to learn more as 
well as experience the fellowship available in any multi-state meeting.  Most of us gather on 
Friday at the site with Chapter and Council conferences all day Saturday, and a joint meal on 
Saturday evening.   
Every elected Grand Officer is expected to attend and every companion who has any desire 
now, or in the future, to be a Grand Officer, will benefit from the material presented here. In 
addition, the Emerging Leadership program will be on Saturday, and it is open to all and at no 
charge.  Plan to join us for a very pleasant weekend. 
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we strive to be more like our Master. For many, January is a time of resolutions; to be better; 
to do better; to change ourselves or our circumstances. As Christian knights, we are called to 
this challenge daily. I am proud to be part of an organization that encourages and teaches its 
members to constantly improve themselves, and where so many do take those admonitions to 
heart. Keep up the Good Work! 
 I trust that the Christmas season brought peace and joy to each of you.  One of the 

joys for me was the opportunities to attend your Christmas observances and celebrate the 

birth of the Savior with you. Unfortunately, it was impossible for me to attend all of them, but 
an effort was made to have a Grand Commandery officer at each. My thanks go to all of the 
Officers, elected and appointed, for their willingness to represent the Grand Commandery on 
my behalf on these occasions. I look forward to visiting in person in the coming months. 
 With the coming of the new year, it is time to start making plans for the Easter 
Pilgrimage. After consultation with the committee, the decision has been made to return to 
Washington this year. Further information will be forthcoming. Please plan to join us. The 
Sunrise Service is always a special event. 
 Congratulations to Louisville-DeMolay Commandery No. 12 for achieving the 
distinction of 150 years of Templary! A reception was held at their asylum on Sunday, 
December 10 in honor of the historic accomplishment, and I was privileged to be invited to 
participate. Each commandery should have received a proclamation honoring and recognizing 
their achievement. 
 A goal of every Grand officer is to leave the organization in a little better shape than 
when he was installed. My theme this year has been ‘Do Good Work’ and one of the goals with 
that theme is to improve our tactics. My belief is that that is most likely to occur through the 
work of the Division Commanders, and I ask your support of them in doing their work. To assist 
them in performing the duties they have been assigned, a training session will be conducted on 
January 6 at the York Rite offices in Danville, weather permitting. We will begin at 1:00 PM as a 
number of other meetings are occurring that morning. One of the items we will cover is a 
supplement to the Kentucky Tactics, which I believe will help to clarify some of the information 
contained in that document. The training is being announced for the Division Commanders, but 
any Sir Knight is welcome to attend.  
 Doing Good Work is indeed a calling for us as Knights of the Cross. The opportunities 
to do so are many. We often think of ‘Good Work’ in the realm of ritual or philanthropy, but 
many other areas are of vital importance. Fellowship is one of the building blocks of the  

(Continued Facing Page) 
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Sir Knights, another year is upon us, another trip around the sun has been 
completed. Scientists tell us that we have traveled approximately 584 
million miles during that circuit. This leads us to a question: How far have 
we traveled in our individual journeys of faith, of growth, and maturity as 
men and Masons in the last year? Are we spiritually, intellectually, at the 
same place we were when last year began? Our Craft encourages us to 
always be improving ourselves, becoming better men; our faith insists that 
ike our Master. For many, January is a time of resolutions; to be better; to 
do better; to change ourselves or our circumstances. As Christian knights, 
we are called to this challenge daily. I am proud to be part of an 
organization that encourages and teaches its members to constantly 
improve themselves, and where so many do take those admonitions to 
heart. Keep up the Good Work! 
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