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York Rite Festival in Mandan 

 

There is a York Rite Festival planned for Friday, February 23rd and 

Saturday, February 24th in Mandan. The Chapter degrees will be 

conferred on Friday starting at 7:00 P.M., and the Council and 

Commandery degrees will be on Saturday. The Festival will be held 

at the Mandan Masonic Center. 

 

If you have any candidates who are interested in this Festival, or if 

you are interested in participating and possibly taking part in the 

degree work, please contact SK Donavan Eck at secyr@icloud.com. 

I am sure that at least a couple of us from Fargo will be going to 

support this, so if you are in the Fargo area and are interested in 

going and possibly carpooling, contact me (contact info in header). 

 

HRAKTP Meeting in Mayville 

 

A special meeting of Spirit of the Lord Tabernacle No. LXIV, Holy 

Royal Arch Knight Templar Priests (HRAKTP) was held at Goose 

River Lodge in Mayville on Tuesday, November 14th. We had an 

excellent turnout with eleven members present at the meeting. 

 

Originally, this body conferred thirty-three degrees, but now, 

normally only the initiation degree is conferred. In addition to the 

HRAKTP initiation ritual (which we believe to be the thirty-third 

degree of the Order), we are in possession of the rituals for the first 

twenty degrees. We further discussed continuing the search for the 

twenty-first through thirty-second degree rituals. 

 

On this occasion, we walked through the fourth, fifth and sixth 

degrees, namely Knight of St. Paul (IV), Knight of Patmos (V), and 

Knight of Death (VI). The degree lecture for Knight of St. Paul, in 

particular, captured our attention. It described a historical Knights 

of Malta battle in Southern Italy against the Saracens. A small 

group of knights found themselves trapped on the middle of a 

bridge and fought back to back against hundreds of Saracens who 

were attacking them from both ends of the bridge. They emerged 

victorious despite being overwhelmingly outnumbered. 

Interestingly, I found a very similar account in Albert Mackey’s 

Encyclopedia of Freemasonry associated with a different degree, 

Knight of the Mediterranean Pass, but perhaps, it may be essentially 

the same degree or of common origin. Excerpt below. 

 

Knight of the Mediterranean Pass 

 

An honorary degree that was formerly conferred in Encampments 

of Knights Templar, but is now disused. Its meetings were called 

Councils; and its ritual, which was very impressive, supplies the 

tradition that it was founded about the year 1367, in consequence of 

certain events which occurred to the Knights of Malta. In an 

excursion made by a party of these knights in search of forage and 

provisions, they were attacked while crossing the river Offanto (the 

ancient Aufidio) by a large body of Saracens under the command of 

the renowned Amurath I. The Saracens had concealed themselves 

in ambush, and when the knights were on the middle of the bridge 

which spanned the river, they were attacked by a sudden charge of 

their enemies upon both extremities of the bridge. A long and 

sanguinary contest ensued; the knights fought with their usual 

valor, and were at length victorious. The Saracens were defeated 

with such immense slaughter, that fifteen hundred of their dead 

bodies encumbered the bridge, and the river was literally stained 

with their blood. In commemoration of this event, and as a reward 

for their valor, the victorious knights had free permission to pass 

and repass in all the coasts of the Mediterranean Sea without danger 

of molestation, whence the name of the degree is derived. 

 

Encyclopedia of Freemasonry by Albert Mackey (public domain) 

north dakota supplement 19 18 january 2018 


