
     The new year is here and that brings with it a variety of 
new things.  Not the least of which is a new term in 
Commandery and Blue Lodge.   
     This year, for me, the new year also brings a heightened 
awareness of the plight of Christians who are living in ISIS 
controlled regions of the world. 
     The other day I was listening to a talk radio show and 
they were having a discussion on how bad things are for 
Christians in areas held by terrorists.  It’s not a new story, 
but it’s one that hasn’t been covered by the media all that 
much lately.  Unfortunately, that also means that it’s 
something that fades out of the general public’s mind. 
     After a bit of research, I found that the situation is far 
worse than most Americans realize.  Stories of Christians 
being killed, tortured, enslaved, and worse are far more 
prevalent than any of us want to hear. 
     After learning how dire the situation has become, I find 
myself wanting to help in some way.  So, I did some 
searching to see what groups are out there that are trying 
to make a difference.  Here are a few things that I found. 
     Glenn Beck’s Nazarene Fund has raised over $18 million 
dollars so far to help Christians in ISIS territory.  They’ve  
evacuated over 7,000 people from the terrorist’s lands.  The 
group is just gearing up to start another major operation 
and save even more people. 
     The Cradle of Christianity Fund is helping Christian 

refugees affected by the crisis in Iraq.  It has several high 
profile supporters, including TV Producer Mark Burnett. 
     The Foundation for Relief and Reconciliation in the 
Middle East (FRRME) is a Christian organization that has 
been working since 2005 to protect and serve all of the 
people in Iraq. 
     Hundreds of years ago the Knights Templar in the 
crusades fought and died to protect and defend Christians 
in the holy land.  These days very few of us will ever be 
called upon to actually spill blood in the defense of our 
religion or our Christian brethren.  I certainly won’t be 
picking up a sword and rushing off to Iraq, but it seems that 
there is a way that I can make a bit of a difference.      
     The charities I listed are just a few of the groups out 
there that are trying to help, and they are listed only as 
examples.  I certainly don’t mean to endorse any of them.  
They are just listed to give you examples of groups that 
exist that are trying to do something positive over there.   
     Before I decide where to donate my money I have a good 
deal more research to do to ensure that I’m helping the 
charity that most closely matches my goals.  I want to make 
sure that the group is actually making a difference in the 
lives of folks who are genuinely going through hell every 
single day over there. 
     As the new Generalissimo of Mt. Calvary Commandery 
#1, I’m poised to be Commander next year.  Perhaps this is 
a worthy cause for my Commandery to consider as a service 
project during my year?  The situation over there is grim 
and maybe this would be an opportunity for modern 
Knights Templar to protect and defend our faith and our 
Christian brethren in a tangible way?  That remains to be 
seen. 
     It’s certainly something to consider. 
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