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 Sir Knights, I bring you New Year greetings for the last 

time as your Grand Commander and editor of this supplement. 

With the end of my term in May will come the end of my time as 

editor, and it is indeed time, as it will mark five years of doing that 

job. I have often asked for contributions from you, the Sir Knights 

of this wonderful jurisdiction, yet I’ve never received a contribution 

outside the farewell messages of other presiding heads. I do not 

take that lack of stepping forward as a sign that you love what I 

write every month on these two pages (for I KNOW that is not 

true), but it does take time to sit down and prepare something every 

month for these pages and I hope that for the most part, I have done 

okay by you over these many years.  

 Several years ago, REPGC Alderfer informed me that I 

would need to take an appointed office in Grand 

Commandery…only to tell me a week later that he in fact needed 

me to run for the office of Grand Junior Warden. I wasn’t quite sure 

then just what was in store during this journey, but I can honestly 

say it’s been one heck of an experience. When my successor puts 

on that red cord on Saturday, May 12, I will become one of those 

things that some dread, some ignore, some fade away…a PAST. 

Here’s the thing though, I am 37. I have a lot of years left to work 

in the quarries, and though my time presiding in the asylum will be 

over, there’s a lot I and others can do to move our Order forward. 

But it is also important to know when to step back, when to let 

others carry the load, and offer support while not stepping on toes. 

Too many times we see past presiding officers insult, insinuate, and 

perhaps even work against a current presiding officer, and that is 

not the Masonic way. The mutual affection we should all have for 

one another is enumerated in that beautiful closing charge we hear 

at the end of our meetings, and it is a primer for how we should 

behave. I can only speak for me when I say that is the type of 

“past” I hope to be. And if I fail, I hope that a brother will remind 

me of it in the most tender of manners, and aid in my reformation. 

Anything less than that, again, is not Masonic, and indeed, only 

seeks to divide, where we must be united.  

 I’d like to take a moment and thank those Sir Knights and 

their loved ones who attended last month’s Grand Commandery 

Christmas Observance. Another tradition reestablished by REPGC 

Alderfer, one in which I am immensely proud of participating in. 

What better way to celebrate the birth and life of our Savior, Christ 

the Lord, than by being with Christian Knights and singing songs 

and enjoying the stories from the Holy Scriptures?  

 We begin our round of inspections next month and I am 

very eager to see the work of the commanderies of our fine state. 

The Order of the Red Cross will be performed in Rochester on 

Saturday February 3, the Order of Malta will be performed in 

Nashua on February 24, and the Order of the Temple will be 

performed in Lancaster on March 24. By rotating the schedule for 

this, the third year, we show that we are capable of getting the work 

of our orders done. By doing the work in the full form, there are 

even Sir Knights who were knighted years ago that hadn’t seen the 

full work, having only been through the short form; this is 

changing, and this is good.  

 And so for now, Sir Knights, I’d like to sign off with a  

warm wish for a Happy New Year, and a paragraph I wrote in last 

year’s February column: In this cold time of year, where we’re 

battling snow storms, winter colds, freezing (or burst) pipes, and 

lack of sunshine, please remember that brighter days are just 

around the corner and that the Son is shining on you, even if the 

sun isn’t…and that should give you cause to feel a little warmer, in 

this, the doldrums of winter. Be well my friends and Sir Knights, 

see you on the icy roads!  

 

IHS, 

SK Paul C. Smith, GC – Editor   
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