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Sir Knights: 

 

 Epiphany.An interesting word as well as a central feast in the 

Christian calendar.  You usually hear it used to describe a sudden 

intuitive flash where gets one beyond the immediate perception of a 

thing or problem to its meaning or essence – the noun which 

encapsulates the entire process of discovery or serendipity in an 

instant.  It is a liberation of the conscious process in a most satisfying 

manner – the euphoria of Archimedes (…not Pythagoras…) upon the 

exclamation of “Eureka!”, for example. 

 

So why is this word reserved for the arrival of the Magi? 

 

These“three Kings” of old – sages –  They were the ones that 

already knew of the Child through the appearance of the Star and 

through Revealed Wisdom.  They packed up their caravan and were on 

their way with gifts wrapped long before even the shepherds were 

called by the Angels.  The shepherds – now they were the ones that 

really had the divine wake-up call, but strangely, their arrival or 

departure at the manger didn’t seem to merit much comment.  They 

were literally told exactly where to go, what to do, and Who they 

would find – so, like their sheep, they went.  But the Magi – they 

started out with a totally different agenda.  They knew already what 

they would find: 

 

“Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we 

have seen His Star in the East and have come to worship Him.” 

(Matthew 2:2) 

 

 To this point in their lives, the Magi had travelled on journeys 

upon roads which had always been clear to them.  They likely sought 

and found exactly what their science and divination predicted – at least 

most of the time, for why else would you plan such a pilgrimage and 

bring such expensive gifts on a whim if you hadn’t had much success 

in the past?  Their wisdom and knowledge of the ways of the world 

were probably more numerous than the windblown grains of sand that 

surely etched their faces over time. 

 

“Where is … the King of the Jews?”  That basic statement is 

the key to unravelling something about story of the Magi that I think 

most people miss.  This, and this only was the preconceived belief of 

the Magi as to what they would find at the end of their quest, and 

indeed, they did – but not for long. 

 

Then came that moment of transformationwhen the Magi 

recognizedthe magnitude of their discovery – this Child before them 

was so much more than just the future King of the Jews.  In one 

glimpse of Christ, they suddenly realized that all their human wisdom, 

all their thousands of facts and theories became fused in an instant by 

the Light of one Star that outshone the myriad of those they had 

always relied on to navigate through the deserts of their lives.  And 

after following the Star through the darkness to discover Him, to then 

beled by His Light that would forever change their view of the road 

ahead is indeed worthy of being labeled as Epiphany. 

 

For, my Fraters, this is the “different way” by which Scripture 

says the Magi then traveled – not like the masses of sheep and 

shepherds waiting for word on the hills, but being now freed to travel 

into realms of thought and experience no longer hidden from Mankind. 

 

What more of a journey could you ask for? 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 

 S.K.Scott A. Gothe, REGC 
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