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Happy New Year! 
 
Now is the time for a fresh start, a new beginning. A time people, 
everywhere, decide to change their lives for the better. A time people 
make resolutions, or promises to themselves to change something about 
their lives. 
 
We, too, should all make resolutions. Not only to change our lives, but to 
change the world for the better. 
 
Resolve to make a difference in someone’s life at least once a week. Help 
someone in need. Call a sick member. Make a donation to a charity. 
Attend one of our youth group’s meetings. There are so many ways to 
make a difference, sometimes just by showing up. What other things can 
you do to help someone? 
 
Resolve to improve your community. Help out at community events. 
Organize a work party to clean a park. Paint over graffiti. Clean the inside 
and outside of your Lodge building. Repaint it, if necessary. Attend a city 
council meeting. Present a flag to a school. What else can you do to 
improve your community? 
 
Resolve to improve your Commandery. Help out a member who is 
struggling to learn a part. Practice the use of your sword. Call a member 

who hasn’t been attending and see what you can do to get them to 
come back. Give someone who has difficulty driving at night a ride to the 
meetings. What else can you think of to help your Commandery? 
 
Finally, resolve to be a better man than you ever were before. Refuse to 
make excuses for any shortcomings, but work on improving them. 
Attend your Lodge and York Rite meetings. Be active and participate. Too 
often we use the excuse that we are too tired to go to a meeting. Are we 
really too tired or are we lying to ourselves? If we can’t be honest with 
ourselves, how do we expect others to believe us? 
 
I admit that I am guilty of making excuses. I have a tendency to wait until 
the last minute to do many things. There have been a lot personal issues 
in my life the past year and I have used them as excuses for not doing 
things. Sir Knights, I promise you that one thing I will be changing this 
year. 
 
To be a leader you cannot sit back and wait for things to happen. You 
need to make things happen. Now is the time for change. We all need to 
work together to make a change for York Rite in Nevada. 
 
Make your resolutions to improve your community, Commandery, and, 
most importantly, yourself. By keeping these resolutions, you will make 
the world a better place for everyone. 
 
 
Fraternally, 
Craig A. Phillips 
Grand Commander of Nevada 
 
From the Editor: 
You still have an opportunity to get one of the Grand Commander’s tie 
bars. They are only $20.00 and all proceeds support the Knights Templar 
Eye Foundation. 
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