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Happy New Year Sir Knights; 
 
     Two thousand and eighteen is no longer a mystery, we are here. Over 
the past few weeks, I had the opportunity to share in the festivities of 
many Commandery Christmas Observance programs. It was very 
pleasing to experience Christian love as the Grand Commander’s and 
Grand Prelate’s messages were delivered, toasts made, scripture reading 
of the birth of Christ, singing carols ,breaking  bread and just enjoying  
each other’s company. The Grand Line was equally busy spreading 
themselves across the state in support of our Commanderies in this 
season. 
     It is the custom of many of us to make New Year resolutions. I will be 
using this time to reflect and evaluate where we are as it pertains to our 
goals and directions as Templars. In the past few months in office I have 
learned a very important lesson—it is all about service to our Sir Knights. 
Regardless of what program or function we have, it takes members to be 
a success.  
     Membership retention is rooted in membership outreach, service and 
care. Christian kindness should be in the foreground of our existence. 
We are an aging fraternity and we need to find creative ways to attend 
to the Sir Knights who cannot make it to Conclaves anymore. Also, let us 
never forget the widows who supported their husbands for years—they 
need to hear from us too. When we exercise these values, we will also 
develop a solid sense of purpose which will in turn enrich our chivalric 
journey.  
     So Sir Knights, take stock as to where you were in two thousand and 
seventeen and set reachable goals for two thousand and eighteen—and 
be sure to include how you make others feel. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
SK Stenrick B. Adams, R.E.G.C. 
 
 
 

 
The Grand Prelate’s Corner 
      
          From James 1:22-25: “Do not merely listen to the word, and so 
deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.” 
     The word of God is like a mirror revealing to us the very thoughts and 
intentions of our hearts. It shows us our ugly, self-centered attitudes—
exposing our pride, confronting our contempt for others and our lack of 
compassion. It hits our sinful anger and our rotten speech—uncovering 
our deception, greed and lust.  
     If we take a quick glance at the Word of God, once in a rare while and 
rush out the door without doing anything to address the problems that it 
reveals, it won’t do us any good. Hearing the word without doing it is the 
default mode of our fallen hearts. Like Adam and Eve when God 
confronted them, we’re quick to blame others and dodge our own 
responsibility for our sins. To be doers of the Word of God, we’ve got to 
give it more than passing attention.  
     James doesn’t want us applying God’s word to others. He doesn’t 
want us underlining all the commands in the Bible in red. He wants us 
to apply it to ourselves. I ask you Sir Knights, “Do you want God’s 
blessing in your life?”    
     If you say yes, then James’ answer is clear: Don’t be a forgetful hearer 
of the Word of God. Become an effectual doer and you will be blessed 
by God. This New Year why not focus more on reading and doing of the 
Word of God. Truly make it a Way of your Templar life. 
 
Fraternally, 
SK Rev. Charles Roberts, P.G.C., Grand Prelate 
 

 
     Sir Knights from around the state, I direct your attention to the 
addition of The Grand Prelate’s Corner which will now be a part of the 
monthly supplement. This addition is regarded as a step to update our 
supplement to include more items of interest to our readers. 
     I encourage every Commandery to send me your events you are doing 
or will be doing this year so that I can let everyone from around the state 
know what your Commandery is doing to improve Templary around New 
York State. Let’s be proactive in upgrading our supplement—you can all 
help by sending in what’s going on around the state.   
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