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HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 
Sir Knights, the officers of the Grand Commandery join me in 
wishing you the joys of the season and the expectation of a 
wonderful year to come. 
 
As we speed forward into a new year, it is a good time to pause 
and reflect on what happened in 2017.  Let’s take a quick look at 
some of the significant happenings. 
 

On the sad side, three of our valued Past Grand Commanders died:  
SK Garrett Cooke, SK Thomas Barry Goringe and SK Robert Long 
passed to the Celestial Lodge.  The loss of knowledge and 
experience alone will be difficult to replace, let alone the 
friendship which these three exhibited toward all the Sir Knights of 
our order. 
 
At the Northwest Regional meeting in Boise last October, several 
challenging statistics were revealed.  Since 2006 there has been a 
41% decrease in membership throughout the Commandery 
worldwide.  That’s a drop from 82,500 members to 51,500 
members.  Couple this with an average age of 67.3 years and it is 
not too hard to see where we need to devote our energies.  It 
would be easy to simply go out and gather in anyone that could be 
found but that is just not what we can afford to do.  Our current 
membership must expend the effort to find masons of quality who 
share our same principles.  This is necessary work!  We can no 
longer stand on the sidelines and expect someone else to do this.   

I can exhort you only so much and then it becomes your decision 
as to what you want for the York Rite. 
 
On the positive side, as I have travelled around the State, I see the 
Degrees and Orders being conferred at many individual Chapters, 
Councils, and Commanderies. This is a good thing! The practice of 
having festivals has damaged many bodies because there was less 
emphasis on learning the work and then doing it.  While we are 
still losing more members to death than we are inducting into the 
Craft, we are beginning to move in the right direction.  The quality 
of our ritual work still needs attention but the more it is done the 
better it becomes.  Let’s keep working on it.  The Deputy Grand 
Master of Masons in Oregon became a Cryptic Mason in late 
November and plans are afoot to confer the Order of the Temple 
in mid-December.  As many know, our last Grand Master, current 
Grand Master, and at least two of the other elected Grand Officers 
are York Rite masons. 
 
In the July submission to the magazine, I coined the phrase LOOK 
UP AND AHEAD, at this point I want to modify that phrase to say 
LOOK UP AND MOVE AHEAD!  It does no good to think and 
formulate without corresponding action.  The new year is an ideal 
time to put your plans into action.  It would be great if we had the 
membership to assign Sir Knights to recruit new members but as it 
stands now, everyone is charged with this task.  So, let’s get up off 
the couch, look for that outstanding candidate and start building 
new membership. 
 
There are now just three full months until Grand Session.  If you 
have legislation to submit, now is the time to get it in.  Check the 
Grand By-laws as to the exact requirements. 
 
Courteously, 
 
Pete Stidd, Grand Commander 
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