
 

 Fraters: 

As 2017 passes into history, we begin to write a 

new chapter.  Let us vow to make 2018 a new beginning 

for Templary in Pennsylvania. First we need to make 

contact with our Brothers in Blue Lodge and explain the 

virtues of continuing their journey through York Rite 

Masonry.  There are many Brothers of our Blue Lodges 

that are unfamiliar with the existence of the York Rite.  

We need to work with our Chapters on membership, 

without the support of both bodies it will be very difficult 

to increase our membership with much success.  I have 

been receiving reports of many Commanderies working 

with Chapters in their area on setting up degree teams and 

Order Conferrals.   

During this time of the year we should make plans 

for the spring when the weather will be more agreeable.  

We can plan fundraisers, plans for “Sharing the 

Blessing,” and a York Rite presentation at your Blue 

Lodge.   

The 165
th

 Conclave Committee has been working 

and planning the events for the Annual Conclave for May 

18-20, 2018, in Grantville.  We have planned some 

special events and have worked on relieving some costs 

involved with the Conclave.  I hope you will keep this 

weekend in your plan and join us at your Conclave. 

 
 

 

Thank you to all the Sir Knights who helped 

support the raffle for the Holy Land Pilgrimage Fund, 

without your dedication this fund raiser would not have 

been such a success.  We will have a very special 

announcement about the endowment of the Holy Land 

Pilgrimage Fund at a later date; after all of the details 

have been worked out. 

A special thank you to all the Sir Knights and 

Commanderies that I had the honor of visiting during my 

term serving as Grand Commander of the great 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  It has truly been an 

inspirational experience for Lady Sonja and myself, and I 

look forward to many more visits in the future. 

Yours in Templary, 

SK Ray K. Sheaffer, GC 
       PRELATE MESSAGE 

  Did you make any resolutions for the new year?  Typically, 

we spend the last moments of the old year in reflection over the 

events of the past year and in meditation over what we would like 

to do differently when the new year comes.   

 I am not much for resolutions, but as I examine my life 

each New Year, I determine to do better at what God has called me 

to do. With the world in such chaos, the role of good, upright, 

moral, and faith filled individuals is more significant than ever 

before. We all should vow to be better.  How?   

Look forward, not backward.  Forget, and move to the next 

level of obedience and challenge.  Brush off the failures and 

setbacks of the past year.  Learn from them and, like Joshua, hear 

God saying, “Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, or be 

dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go”   

(Joshua 1:9). 

 Sometimes we underestimate the hand of God in our lives.  

We can act like orphans and feel we are all alone, but that is never 

the case. God is with Us always. 

Rev. and S.K. Robert A. Witmyer, AGP  
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