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Membership 

At the Southwest Dept. Conference membership was discussed.  

If each of us can just find one new member our membership would 

double.  We get our York Rite members from Blue Lodges so we need to 

support our Blue Lodges in increasing their membership. Here are some 

talking points. 

Freemasonry is a fraternity, not a religion. It is a fraternal 

association dedicated to making good men better.  Freemasonry respects 

the religious beliefs of all its members. 

Freemasons are united in their desire to be of service to mankind.  

Some of the charities supported are:   Shriner’s Hospitals for Children 

who care for children regardless of their ability to pay.  Scottish Rite 

Learning Centers for Children.  Royal Arch Research Assistance for 

central auditory processing disorder and autism speaks.  Cryptic Mason 

Medical Research Foundation which supports cutting edge research 

targeted to develop novel therapeutics and diagnostics to help with heart 

disease, diabetes, stroke and many other diseases. 

Freemasonry is an open, not secretive, society.  Meetings are 

announced publicly, Masonic buildings are marked clearly and many 

members wear jewelry identifying their membership.  The only secrets are 

traditional passwords, signs of recognition and dramatic presentations of 

moral lessons. 

Freemasonry is open to all men of good character who believe in 

God.  Freemasony does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion or 

social class. 

The Masonic Family of organizations is open to all. Freemasonry 

admits only men but many Masonic related organizations offer 

membership to women in Eastern Star, boys in DeMolay and Job’s 

Daughters for girls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freemasonry does not require improper oaths.  The solemn 

promises taken in Freemasonry are no different that the oaths taken in 

court or entering the armed services.  The penalties are only symbolic, not 

literal.  They refer only to the pain any honest man should feel at the 

thought of violating his word. 

Freemasonry teaches individual improvement through study 

including literature by the great writers of ancient times.  Freemasonry 

does not sanction the views of these authors but offers them for each 

individual’s reflection. 

Freemasonry teaches in steps.  Masons learn through a series of 

lessons.  These “degrees” of insight move from basic to more complex 

concepts.  This no more hides the nature of Freemasonry from novice 

members than does having an understanding of fractions before calculus. 

Masonry is practiced worldwide.  There are approximately 2.5 

million Mason in the United States and nearly 6 million throughout the 

world.   

Freemasonry is made up of many organizations.  Masonry has 

many groups, each with as special social, educational, or philanthropic 

focus.  A man becomes a Mason in his local Lodge.  Then he may join 

any of the following “Appendant Bodies”:  Scottish Rite, York Rite 

(which includes Royal Arch Masons, Cryptic Masons and Knights 

Templar) and Shriners. 

There are many famous Masons including many of our founding 

fathers and presidents who lived their lives according to masonic 

principles.  These are many of the men who made our country great. 

“We represent a fraternity which believes in justice, truth and 

honorable action in your community … men who are endeavoring to be 

better citizens and to make a great country greater.  This is the only 

institution in the world where we can meet on the level all sorts of people 

who want to live rightly.” 

 Harry S. Truman 
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