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“I see Him, but not now; I behold Him, but not near; a Star shall 

come out of Jacob; a Scepter shall rise out of Israel” (Numbers 
24:17). 

Greetings Sir Knights, 

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

During this time over the Advent season, I think of all the people 
that are preparing to travel to visit their loved ones to celebrate 
the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  We think of all the 
hassles of dealing with luggage issues, bus, train, and automobile 
logistics, etc.  Let's not forget how fun it is to deal with the TSA at 
the airports. But then, I thank God that these issues are not even 
close to the hurdles that faced the Magi before the birth of Christ.  
After all, how did the Magi know about the future birth of the 
Christ?   

Was it Magic?  Probably not!  Did they receive the word and the 
timing of the event via God?  Possibly!  After all, God warned them 
in a dream not to return to Herod after they had seen the baby 
Jesus and presented their gifts to Him (Matthew 2:12).  Or did they 
happen to have a copy of the Hebrew Scriptures? I'm guessing the 
latter.  Numbers 24:17, it plainly informs anyone reading it that a 
future King is coming out of Israel.  A King of the Jews!  You know 
it's a king due to the word 'scepter'.  The only person that is 
allowed to wield a scepter is the king or his representative.  

If it was within Hebrew scripture and Israel was a Jewish State, this 
would be a logical deduction for the Magi to travel to Israel to see 
the new Jewish King.  

How many wise men were there?  I bet your answer was three.  
But was it really just three?  We are so used to the Christmas 
traditions that we sometimes never question to see if scripture 
matches tradition. 

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the 
star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the 
star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the 
child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped 
him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.(Matthew 2:9-11) 

Plainly it does not state just three Magi were in attendance. There 
were at minimum two Magi Kings and their entire entourage in 
attendance.  Kings never travelled by themselves.  Families would 
accompany them, their guards, and all of their attendants'.   

Which gets to my travel issues above.  The Magi knew the future 
King of the Jews was going to be born.  It was a big deal.  They had 
no buses, trains, or airplanes.  They had their camels and the 
entire caravan that traveled for months to see the King of Kings.  
That must have been one massive logistical vacation plan!  But 
well worth it. 

In the future if you have to stand in the TSA line and you are 
becoming annoyed, just think of the Magi like I do.  You will feel 
much better. 

Merry Christmas Sir Knights!!! 

Yours in Christ! 
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