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FROM THE EDITOR
I would like to encourage all Sir Knights to submit articles, 

letters, pictures, or comments for inclusion into this 
supplement.  Articles need to be submitted to me by the 1st of 

the month for the next issue.  (Feb. 25th for the Mar. issue.)
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It declares that Masons were 
called, “Brethren dedicated to St. 
John, first among the martyr stars 
of the morning.”  It further tells us 
that prior to 1440, the Fraternity 
was called the “Joannite Brothers” 
(John’s Brethren).

This makes a statement about 
the two Saints John, but did you 
know that there is a third St. John 
in Freemasonry, although he is not 
mentioned in our ritual.

He is included as a Patron 
Saint in several overseas Grand 
Jurisdictions. He was a native of 
the island of Cyprus, who in the 
year 608 became Patriarch of the 
wealthy Church of Alexandria. He 
caused a list of the poor of his sect 
to be compiled, and his first official 
act was the distribution of 80,000 
pieces of gold to the indigent 
and to various agencies for their 
betterment and relief. This was an 

immense sum, worth almost $30,000,000 in today’s money. He continued 
this systematic giving until his death. His charity and beneficence won him 
universal admiration, and he was enrolled among the Saints of the Western 
as well as of the Eastern Church.

These three Saints John represent the Theological Virtues of Faith, Hope, 

and Charity – normally 
represented as the top 
three rungs on Jacob’s 
Ladder in Christian religious 
art, and are mentioned in 
our catechisms. John the 
Baptist is represented by 
Faith, John the Evangelist 
by Hope, and John the 
Almoner by Charity.  Faith 
is represented by the Cross, 
Hope by the Anchor, and 
Charity by the Heart.

So, then where do the 
origins of the day in question 
come from?  Thomas Paine, 
wrote the following in his 
1810 book entitled, “Origin 
of Freemasonry”:

“The high festival of the Masons is on the day they call St. John’s Day, but 
every enlightened Mason must know that holding their festival on this day 
has no reference to the person called St. John, and that it is only to disguise 
the true cause of holding it on this day that they call by that name. As there 
were Masons many centuries before the time of St. John, the holding their 
festival on this day refers to a cause totally unconnected with either of the 
Saints John.”

So… wait a minute.  Did Tommy Paine just say that the Feast of St. John the 
Evangelist doesn’t really have anything to do with St. John?

Many of Freemasonry’s most knowledgeable scholars believe 
that the real explanation of Freemasonry’s connection with 
the Holy Saints John Festival Days is not to be found in the 
history of the Craft – but, rather, in the history of ancient 
religions. 


