
 

A SHORT HISTORY 
 
About the year 1118, the order took beginning, (Baldwin II then reigning in 
Jerusalem, and Pope Gelasius II possessing the Roman Chair) when nine 
gentlemen, urged by zealous devotion, passed the seas to the Holy Land, the 
chief of which were Hugues de Payens and Geoffroy de Saint -Omer, knights of 
noble extraction.  The king, because these knights at first had no habitation, 
assigned to them part of his own palace, near the south gate, adjoining to the 
place where once stood the temple of Solomon in Jerusalem; and gave them 
leave to build a small house of residence, within the enclosure thereof; and 
hereupon they became called brothers of the militia of the temple, or more 
ordinarily, “Knights Templar.”  
 
And as they began to increase in number (which they did not till after nine 
years from their institution) so their first undertaking and profession (to which 
they were enjoined by the Patriarch of Jerusalem) was chiefly to guard the most 
dangerous highways about Jerusalem; whereupon they became safe 
conductors to pilgrims and travelers who came to visit the holy places in that 
city, both in coming thither, and returning thence, against the violence and 
robberies of the Saracens; which charitable service made them acceptable to 
all, and for which they obtained, by the Patriarch and Bishops, remission of 
their sins. 
 
But they were yet so poor, that for the first nine years, they lived upon the alms 
of others, and wore such clothes, as good men, for charities sake bestowed on 
them.  They also rode two on one horse; in memory of which primitive poverty, 
there was engraved on the seal of their order, the figure of two of their knights 
riding upon one horse. 
 
At the council held at Troyes in Champagne, about 1127, they had certain rules 
assigned to them, drawn up by St. Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux (a French 
gentlemen, Lord of Fontaines, a village and castle distant about half a mile from 
Dion) by appointment of Pope Honorius II, and Stephen, Patriarch of Jerusalem, 
in the presence of which patriarch, they made their vows of obedience, poverty 
and chastity, and to live under the rule of canons regular of St. Augustine. They 

were also enjoined to wear a white habit, to which (but not till the times of 
Eugenius III) they assumed the red cross, and sewed it on the left shoulder of 
their mantles, to distinguish them from the knights of other orders in the Holy 
Land.  And thus as by their white habit, their innocence was notified, so by the 
red cross, their resolution to spend their blood in defense of the Christian 
faith.  
 
These knights, with those other of the Holy Sepulchre, Malta, Hospitallers, and 
Teutonics, were the principal columns which supported the Kingdom of 
Jerusalem, for a long time, and therefore their valiant encounters with the 
infidels, and forwardness to sacrifice their lives, for the honor of God, and 
defense of the Holy Land, ought to be held in everlasting remembrance.  
 
Prior to the foundation and establishment of the templar order in Europe, long 
distance overland travel and trade was fraught with difficulty.  Barons often 
charged tolls on goods passing through their lands and commodities and 
money in transit easy picking for the many bandits who infested the 
countryside.  The Templars changed all that and the many estates that they 
possessed gave them ideal bases to fulfill their primary function of protecting 
the pilgrimage routes. 
 
As my research continued, I got into something I never considered.  What did 
the Templars listen to while on the crusades?  SK Peter Johnson REPGC is an 
accomplished musician and I bet he could speak volumes about this topic.  
What did they sing and listen to in the day of Pope Urban II and St Bernard di 
Clairvaux?  The two centuries of the eight major crusades to the Holy Land 
(1096-1291) saw a lot of secular music development, first in France and later 
in Germany.  Minstrels accompanied the crusading armies and sang or recited 
poetry; these were troubadours. 
 
 I am planning our “Templar Dine-In”, at Sun City Lodge on Saturday, January 
26, 2019.  It will be a Highlander theme and everyone is encouraged to wear 
kilts!!  All masons and any KSA are invited also.  The time will be from 10:30-
3:30 pm.  The ladies of the Beauceant will be providing their usual wonderful 
food! 
 
Finally, I am trying to raise money for our Grand Sessions and anyone wanting 
to donate can go to https://www.gofundme.com/york-rite-grand-sessions-
fund. 
 
Sincerely, 
Doug Robertson KTCH, 
Grand Commander 
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