
  

 

California Supplement 
Grand Commander’s Message for January 2019 

  

This is the day the Lord has made, 
let us rejoice and be glad in it.  Psalm 118:24 

 
 
I hope that everyone had a wonderful Christmas and welcome to 
2019.  May the new year bring you happiness and prosperity. 
 
This is the month that most of our Commanderies change their 
leaders.  For some of our new Commanders this is the first time 
and for others they have served many times in the past.  But no 
matter which category you fall into it is a time of excitement as we 
start out fresh.  Now is the time to be working towards your 
inspections.  While the code gives you till May 1st, it would be 
great to get ready and get it done early so you can work on other 
items. 
 
The new year also brings a great opportunity for the Commandries 
to reach out to the Sir Knights that have not attended in a while to 
invite them to come out.  I have seen statistics that say on 
average, about 10% of the membership shows up to a stated 
meeting.  That means that the other 90% chose to do something 
else that evening.  Have you asked them why?  What is it that you 
could do that would bring them out?  Is it having some education 
at the meeting?  Is it having better food, or having food at all 
before or after?  Is it a lack of understanding that sideliners don’t 

have to be I uniform?  When you are reaching out to the Sir 
Knights to invite them, ask the questions.  They all saw value in 
Templary, when the joined.  They still see value in being a member 
because they are paying their dues.  Now let’s get them to join us 
in our activities. 
 
I often hear complaints about boring business meetings.  Business 
meetings are needed, without the business side, our Commandries 
wouldn’t continue to exist.  But that doesn’t have to mean boring.  
If it takes more than 5 minutes to cover your Minutes, then you 
are doing it wrong.  Same with the bills.  Take care of the business, 
but then provide something that makes it worthwhile for your 
membership to attend the meeting.  That will vary by Commandry, 
because each has its own personality.  And it is not a one size fits 
all issue.  Likely you will have to make changes, but if you can get 
your members to attend, it will be worth the effort. 
 
Once again, Congratulations to all the new officers of our local 
Commandries, and I look forward to installing a number of you this 
coming month. 

                                                     
                                                      Grand Commander 
 
 
 
    
January 
6 Cal 1 Installation    San Francisco 
9 San Jose Installation   San Jose 
13 Siminoff Installation   Union City 
19 Santa Rosa Installation   Santa Rosa 
19 Golden Gate Installation   Burlingame 
23 Watsonville Installation   Salinas 
February  
9 Honorary DeMolay Degree   Pasadena 
16 Grand York Rite Reception   San Diego 
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