
  

Christian world. Lesson: Follow our public laws; govern ourselves 
according to the sublime principles of this magnanimous Order, and battle 
against the enemies of Christianity. We must remember that we are the 
modern Knights of Christ and must defend, in our own capacity, 
Christianity today around the world. 
 
After the Kingdom of Jerusalem came to an end in 1291, Templar Grand Master 

Jacques de Molay visited leaders throughout Europe to gain support to retake the 

Holy Land. Philip IV of France, however, was deeply in debt to the Templars, so he 

convinced the Pope that the Templars were guilty of blasphemy, heresy, and 

sorcery.  Philip arrested all Knights Templar in France on 13 October 1307, Friday 

the 13th, and then executed thousands of members over the next several years. De 

Molay was executed on 18 March 1314 where he was roasted, not burned, at the 

stake. Lesson: Ensure your ambitions are not out of the reach of your supporters. 

Grand Master de Molay believed King Philip was an ally. Never give up and never 

stop fighting. Although imprisoned, de Molay fought and resisted to the end, 

serving as a great example to his followers even after death. 

  
After Grand Master de Molay’s arrest, surviving Templars sought refuge 
outside France. Legend states that mysterious heavy cavalry helped the 
Scottish Army defeat the English at the Battle of Bannockburn in June 
1314. This helped the Scottish win independence, and the horsemen 
became King Robert’s Knights of St Andrew. Many traveled to Portugal 
and re-established the Order under a different name, the Knights of Christ, 
whose members embraced the sea a century later, igniting travel to the 
New World and the spread of Christianity. Lesson: Don’t let the worst 
defeat stop you from trying. Even if you lose in life or are defeated, lose the 
big game, lose your job, don’t worry - drive on, continue. If the direct 
attack did not work, try a different strategy; establish different objectives 
to obtain the same goal. The successors of the Knights Templar did not 
retake the Holy Land, but instead converted millions to Christianity and 
established Christian and European-style ports across the world. 
 

In conclusion, as we celebrate the 900th year of the formation of the Poor Knights 

of the Temple of Solomon, we can look upon lessons of their amazing 

achievements.  Start with small ideas and nurture them into large successes. 

Search for help and make allies of influential people, and word harder and train 

harder than your competition. Continuously recruit good members and maintain 

sound finances. Serve wisely and always act as the best example possible. Be 

ambitious and obtain the support of your team and allies. Even if you are beaten 

badly, learn from your mistakes and obtain your goals from a different direction. 

By following these time-honored examples, we can continue to pursue success and 

improvement for our great Order. 

Send any queries to gcktdc@gmail.com 

 
 
 

   District of Columbia supplement                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       19   18                                                                                                                                                  January  2019 

Celebrating the 900th Anniversary of the Knights Templar 
 

This is a historic year for the Knights Templar, marking the 900th year of 
our Order. By looking at the actions and deeds of the Templars, we can 
learn many lessons that we can apply today to our Order and our personal 
lives.  French Knight Hugues de Payens founded the Knights Templar with 
only eight other knights with the noble goal to protect the traveling 
pilgrims in the Holy Land, the seed that grew into the best military unit in 
the world. Lesson: Hugues de Payens started with a small but noble idea 
with the help of a small number of friends. This quickly grew into a 
powerful organization. We must always be mindful of the power and 
growth of a great idea. 
 
Early in its history, the Order was befriended by the French abbot Bernard of  
Clairvaux, who promoted the noble deeds of the Knight Templar within the Church. 
The Order was officially endorsed by the Pope in 1129 and the Knights Templar 
became the most important of the Chivalric Orders. Lesson: Explain your noble 
goals to people of influence. It is good to have friends in high places. They may be 
able to advocate on your behalf and provide better results than you thought 
possible. 
 

The Templars, with plenty of resources available, focused on training, 
spending a great deal of time improving their craft as heavy cavalry, 
archers, and swordsmen. Templar skills were so superior that the Order 
was used by Christian leaders as advance shock troops, winning many 
battles while outnumbered. Lesson: In order to be the best, an 
organization must practice more and harder than anyone else.  They must 
be well led and have dedication. Leadership, dedication, and hard work 
will most often lead to success. 
 
Once membership grew, Templars maintained their numbers through hard work. 
The Order’s membership of Noble Knights, Sergeants, and Chaplains each wore the 
Red Cross of the Templars and did its own recruiting. Lesson: Always think about 
Recruiting and the requirement to continuously reconstitute our ranks. 

 
Either at war or prepared for war for nearly two centuries, the Templars 
spent vast treasure from donations of the elite across Europe to support 
the military aims of the Kings of Jerusalem. The Templars established 
fleets of wagons and boats and invented international banking. The Order 
established locations to deposit capital in Western and Southern Europe, 
and withdrawal it in the Middle East. Lesson: Stay in the BLACK financially 
and do not go into debt, but do not be miserly. Make use our funds for the 
betterment of our Order and to support charities and our local 
communities. The Templars lived by a strict code of rules, the 72 clauses 
and were ferocious in battle, vowing to never surrender. The Templars 
were the finest examples of chivalry and character throughout the 
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