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My Fraters, 

 

It is a New Year, and I am happy to report that at the writing of 

this, I am 20 consecutive days into the 40-day challenge of the holy 

hour of devotion., Hopefully by the next supplement I will be able 

to report the challenge has been met. I hope you have tried, as it is 

something that I look forward to every evening, though the hour 

itself is not set to the clock, nonetheless one hour is spent. 

Surprisingly the closer I draw near to our Lord, the more unworthy 

I find myself. When one comes closer to the Light, the more flaws 

appear. Well that is another reason to be Thankful of such a great 

redeeming sacrifice Our Blessed Lord has done for us. He paid the 

price instead of us, giving ourselves that precious chance to change, 

and to course correct. 

 

With this New Year, it’s a time for new beginning’s, the New 

Year’s resolutions have been made, even the resolution not to make 

resolutions. But if we resolve anything, then let it be to our 

betterment. It is not only the exterior of ourselves but the interior of 

ourselves that could be improved. Speaking for myself, bulldoze it 

and start over, but I digress, The Question is what can a Knight 

Templar do to improve himself? What can He do to start anew? 

The First thing he can do is to simply remove the stumbling block 

he thinks he has in front of him. What could they be? The obvious. 

Just look at what you think bars your way. A good example might 

be,” I’m too old” or how about, “I’m too set in my ways”, or 

perhaps this, and it’s a good one ‘I’m afraid too”. Afraid, of what? 

Embarrassment? Possibly, people do hate change in others 

especially when they try to change for the good. Do not concern 

yourselves with that, these are just stumbling blocks, when Good  

  

  

 

    

     

 

men see you are trying to change for the good, they will respect you. 

So-called fair-weather friends who ridicule you for changing only 

see the flaw and dare I say sin in themselves, and do not wish to see 

it in themselves. They would rather have it hid in darkness. When 

you start to walk in the Light, it gets brighter and brighter and the 

darkness despises it. And if ridicule is to be the price that is paid to 

change then, FIAT! be it so. It is far better to return to Our Heavenly 

Father’s table as prodigal sons, then to sit at the adversary’s feast. It 

is true that our Blessed Lord said “when people hate you remember 

they hated Me first, and to hate Me is to hate My Father. “Our 

sinless Lord took on all the Sin, guilt, suffering, spiritual, emotional, 

physcological, and physical as it was his own. He offered that 

bloody, ignominious sacrifice to Our Heavenly Father. Then after 

His death, He took up His Life once more. What greater Love is 

that, that we have the chance to course correct, to change, no matter 

what stage of life we are, that he may advocate before our Father, 

that he may welcome us into His Kingdom. 

 

So, my Fraters, look upon this new Year with joy and gladness, 

what a great time of year to restart and refresh, make the most of it. 

 

                             HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!!! 

 

                                          William David Stephey Jr. 

                                                    R.E.G.C 
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