
18  January 2019 Kentucky Supplement 19 

 
 

 

 

 

J. William Riggs, Grand Commander 

What did you get for Christmas? Now we have all been asked that and probably asked 
others that same question ourselves. What did you get for Christmas? And when we think 
about it, for most of our society, the answer will be something material. A doll for a small 
girl, maybe a wagon for a boy. No, in today’s world, it would more than likely be an Xbox, 
or a video game. We all seem to want something for Christmas, and as we grow older, that 
want changes and becomes bigger and bigger. Maybe a ring, or a car, or something else 
that indicates we have attained, at the ripe old age of 16, maturity. But then, as we grow 
older still, our wants change again. We want family close by, we want good health and 
prosperity. We want good food, and warm home, money in the bank, and success for our 
children. These are some of the things we might want and wish for.  

And most of the time, wanting or wishing for something is not a bad thing. More often 
than not, our wants and our gets are two different things. A child doesn’t always get what 
they might want. Certainly not every request for a car has been granted. As adults we try 
to instill in a child to request reasonable wants. Maybe one or two items, not the whole 
store.  

But how about us as adults, or more specifically, as Knight Templars. What do we want 
for Christmas? A new sword, or uniform. Maybe for a Grand Officer, growth in 
membership, better attendance at our conclaves, or better conferrals. Yes, we all have 
wants. But shouldn’t we also instill within ourselves reasonable wants? Like the small 
child can we expect to receive everything we ask for? And, even we if do receive these 
things, should we measure Christmas by only the material gifts we receive?  

And while we are reflecting on this, maybe we need to reflect on what we get or have 
already gotten. Let’s reflect on the Spiritual gifts we receive, instead of just the material 
gifts. Christmas is a celebration of one of the most, if not the most, important events in the 
history of mankind. The birth of our Saviour, Christ the Lord. God has given us his only 
son as his gift to us. And with this gift we can receive love, peace, happiness and good will 
towards all mankind, if we only acknowledge his presence in our lives.  

As Knight Templars, we acknowledge Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour, but don’t 
forget that he was given to us as a gift from God the Father so save us from sin. So, my 
wish for you this Christmas is for each of you to receive that which you most want and 
need. But, also to receive that which we need, the spiritual gift of Jesus Christ. I wish you 
happiness, health, prosperity, a heart filled with peace for your fellow man and love for all 
of humanity. And if my wish comes true, you will celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, while 
you also enjoy the material aspect of this wonderful day.  

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.”     

Courteously, J. William Riggs, Grand Commander  

 
UPCOMING INSPECTION CONCLAVES 

Feb 05 - Franklin No. 44  Feb 21 - Frankfort No. 4 
Feb 11 – Glasgow No. 36 Feb 27 – Jefferson No. 52 
* Dates as the editor has them. Call before traveling and verify. 

 
SCHEDULED WORK  

The Paintsville York Rite bodies will be conferring the Chapter and Council degrees on 
January 18 and 19, 2019 and the Commandery Orders on February 9. Contact Anthony 
Skeans or Chris Griffith for additional information.   
 

GRAND CONCLAVE LEGISLATION 

Two significant pieces of legislation were passed at the Grand Conclave in September. 
One, made possible by action at the Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment in 
August, allows our Commanderies to open and conduct business with five or more of their 
members present, as long as at least nine total knights are present. This should be very 
helpful to several of our commanderies. We have seen over the last couple of years that, 
when a commandery is able to open and conduct work, revitalization can happen. The other 
legislation restores the Holy Land Pilgrimage as a Standing Committee and creates a 
permanent fund to maintain this program into the future. 

 
GRAND COMMANDERY ELECTED OFFICERS 2018-2019 

 
Left to Right – James King, Grand Recorder, Joseph Giles, Grand Captain General, William 
J. Jackson, Grand Generalissimo, J. William Riggs, Grand Commander, Marvin Blaine, 
Deputy Grand Commander, J. B. Hitt, Grand Treasurer 
 

Editor - Randall Partin   2275 Tackett Creek RD, Williamsburg, KY   r_partin@att.net 
 


