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In Memoriam 
 

          
  

Gold Honor Award Presented 
 

 
Pictured above, Left to Right, Keith Powell, PGIM; Richard Anderson 
and Mrs. Anderson; Jeff Webb, PGM, Past Governor; and Terry Fowler, 
GJW. 
Richard Anderson received the Gold Honor Award from the York Rite 
College No. 99 as recognition for unselfish and outstanding service to 
York Rite Masonry. 

 
 

From your Louisiana Grand Commander 
 

Once again, we are called to Grow Eleven Feet 

 I’ve always enjoyed the New Year.  It is a time of refreshment and renewal and even 
rededication to the causes we hold dear.  For some, it may be a time to renew the vow 
of weight-loss.  That was the case with the old farmer who went to the doctor.  The 
farmer explained to the doctor that his wife had been pestering him to make a New 
Year’s resolution to lose weight, but that the farmer did not think himself too 
overweight.  The doctor replied, “Well, sir, you are correct.  You are not 
overweight.  You are simply about eleven feet too short!” 

 You know, our Order is in the same boat as the old farmer: we could both stand to 
grow some.  With the New Year upon us, may I suggest we each adopt a singular 
resolution? 

 Volunteer.  Our Grand Commandery mission statement tells us that “The Grand 
Commandery of Knights Templar of the State of Louisiana is an organization of 
Christian Masons dedicated to improving our communities through fraternity, charity, 
ritual, education, and the heritage of Templary.” 

 Combined in that statement are five areas in which we can volunteer: fraternity, 
charity, ritual, education, and heritage.  Perhaps you might volunteer to provide the 
meal at your local meetings, thus helping to build the sense of fraternity through 
fellowship.  You might volunteer to lead your Commandery’s Holy Land Pilgrimage 
campaign or raise money for some other charity.  You might volunteer to learn a 
particular part in the Order of the Temple.  (We can always use more Hermits.)  Maybe 
your interest is in education and you volunteer to organize an educational presentation 
at a few of your local Commandery meetings.  Perhaps you might volunteer to speak 
at said educational presentation on the rich heritage of our ancient Templars in their 
fight for Christianity. 

 No matter what you decide to do, do something.  Resolve to volunteer for one major 
project or job this year in your Commandery or Grand Commandery.  Don’t wait to be 
asked.   

 Let me add one caveat: holding an office is not the same as doing something.  We all 
know someone who seeks titles but avoids work.  Don’t be that guy.  Seek work and 
avoid titles.  We don’t need more office-holders.  We need more workers.  We need 
knights to step up and ask where they can be used.   

 I truly hope this New Year brings our Order prosperity never seen before.  By each of 
us volunteering, we can make our Commanderies a little bit better, and perhaps even 
see our Commanderies grow… eleven feet. 

 

              J. Keith Gates, Right Eminent Grand Commander of Louisiana 

        
 

“Chivalry, Christianity, Templary - A Way of Life” 
 

“Every Christian Mason should be a Knight Templar” 
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William J. Mollere 
 

March 8, 1946 – November 2018 
 

Louisiana Grand 
Commander 
2012 - 2013 
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