
Grand Commandery of Minnesota 

Knights Templar 
Grand Commander Douglas Pamp 
Editor S.K. Tom Hendrickson P.G.M. 

 

What’s with those Colored Coats? 

Editor Tom Hendrickson 

As a young Mason, when I attended my first Annual Grand Lodge 
Communication, I was absolutely perplexed seeing all the different 
colored blazers. My first experience caused a little embarrassment, and 
some laughter as well. My confusion back then is still a common 
occurrence today among so many members of the Craft. I guess that is a 
sign that the York Rite needs to become better known in the Craft. 

I was excited to attend my first Grand Lodge Communication. Though I 
wasn’t a line officer I was very proud to be asked by my Master to join 
them to learn and experience the Grand Lodge. 

The event was held at the St. Paul Radisson Hotel but due to having to 
take care of things at home and having to go downtown to turn in a report 
at Police Headquarters, I couldn’t meet my lodge brothers for breakfast. I 
told them I would meet them somewhere in the hotel lobby. 

Traffic getting there was slow and frustrating……I am a very punctual 
guy, and don’t like to be late which added to my anxiety. Unable to find a 
place to park in the street I pulled into the drive way of the hotel. I got out 
of my car and walked over to a man wearing a red sport coat. Now, 
normally the parking lot attendant or door man of any hotel that I have 
been to in the world, always wears a red coat. I approached him and said 
good morning and handed him the keys to my car. The gentleman said 
that he was waiting for his wife. I thought he must have just gotten off 
duty. Some other guy reached over and said, “I’ll take those sir”, and 
slapped a ticket into my hands. 

I went into the hotel and as I went thru the revolving doors, I observed a 
sign that said “Welcome Vikings Charity event” or something like that. 

The hotel lobby was just a bee hive of activity. There were people 
checking in and out, people coming and going. Two sharply dressed 
businessmen laden with multiple briefcases were standing close by 
looking for the bar one saying, “I need a drink, I hate flying”. 

I made my way thru the lobby, and saw another man dressed in a red coat, 
and asked him where the Grand Lodge Registration Desk was. He said, 
“Good Morning” and pointed down the hall. A few moments latter I 
found my lodge brothers. As we were standing in line to register, we saw 
a group of men wearing purple coats. As they passed us my lodge brother 
said” I wonder if they are giving out free football tickets? My wife would 
love to go to a game”. 

We made our way into the Grand Ball Room and found seats. We sat by 
the order of our offices, so us Stewards sat at the end together. After 
watching the flawless ritualistic opening, and after the Grand Master 
gaveled us down, I began looking around and saw the red and purple 
coats sitting among us. I asked my Senior Steward why they were here he 
whispered, “I don’t know, guess we will find out’. 

As the day progressed the men in the colored jackets spoke, and I learned 
about the York Rite, and how it fit into the Masonic Mosaic. A few days 
later I had dinner with my Great Uncle who greatly help me understand 
the York Rite and I learned about my family’s involvement in the York 
and Scottish Rites. He told me that we as Masons are to be constantly 
seeking more light, in order for us to become better men and the paths 
thru the Rites are to help us in that endeavor. 

I have been blessed over the years to have been able to seek more light 
thru understanding the Ancient Craft of the York Rite and studying and 
reflecting upon Morals and Dogma of the Scottish Rite. 

Over the past several years I have learned that my experience was not 
unique. As I attend various Masonic gatherings, I hear brothers say, 
“What’s with all the colored jackets, and who’s the guy in the Admiral 
uniform”? When I hear these sorts of comments, I always chuckle to 
myself, but it also makes me think that we as the York Rite need to share 
our message in a better manner with our uninformed brothers. We should 
not be interested in just getting another petition, but in sharing our ways 
for a brother to find “more light in Freemasonry”. I encourage you to 
share your York Rite story with your lodge brothers 
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