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Happy New Year! 

GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Greetings Sir Knights, 

Welcome to 2019! I thank SK Michael Rohman, Grand Junior Warden, for his 
contribution to this month's supplement. Michael's musings bring into focus a 
question that was directed to me during one of my recent Commandery visits. 
I was at Kansas City Commandery No. 10 when during the evening's discus-
sions the question was asked that essentially boiled down to this, “While the 
Grand Commandery business deals with the mechanics of regulations, pro-
posed legislation, membership, and assorted finance activities for the contin-
ued wellbeing of the organization itself, what were we doing, as a self-pro-
claimed Christian based fraternity, for the internal, spiritual development of our 
members?” 

Quite honestly I hadn't given much thought to this question beforehand, but it 
is valid and it has caused me to re-examine my belief set and internal motiva-
tions. I do not know if there is a single best answer, but the answer I have de-
veloped thus far is this – we are all products of own history. Products, in part, 
of our environment. Who we are and how we interact with the people we meet 
be it family, fraters, or strangers is based on our past experience. The innate 
beauty of Freemasonry, in general, and of the Commandery, in particular, is 
what it teaches us. In the end we are all called to be Compassionate (help dis-
tressed Sir Knights, widows, orphans, and maidens). We are encouraged to 
practice Brotherly Love and to be our Brother's keeper (go the distance of 40 
miles, provide our counsel, and use one's purse). We are obligated to provide 
Relief and tender admonition (erring needs repentance). And, above all, we are 
dedicated to Truth. In a world where we have the opportunity to be almost 
anything we desire, first and foremost, we should be kind to each other. 

We are at the midpoint of this term for our Grand Commandery and we are 
addressing a number of items that will impact most of our membership. I will 
cover these in depth as I visit our Commanderies in the next several months. 
Items on the table are the state of our membership, discussing the need for a 
per capita increase to meet our obligations, Education Foundation progress, 
and changes in Grand Encampment regulations from the 2018 Triennial. 

My scheduled visitations for January (weather permitting) are as follows: 
Wednesday 02 January - Hugh de Payens (St Joseph), Thursday 03 January - 
Ivanhoe (St Louis), Monday 07 January - Liberty (Liberty), Tuesday 08 January 

- DeSoto (Farmington), Saturday 12 January - MIC Shoemaker reception (In-
dependence), Tuesday 15 January - Bethany (Bethany), Thursday 17 January - 
Godfrey de Bouillon (Trenton), Monday 21 January - Rolla (Rolla), Saturday 26 
January - Malta Installation (Shelbina), and Monday 28 January - DeMolay 
(Lexington). 

“May he judge thy people with righteousness, and thy poor with justice! Let 
the mountains bear prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness! 
May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the 
needy, and crush the oppressor! May he live while the sun endures, and as 
long as the moon, throughout all generations!” (Psalms 72:2-5 RSV) 

Be Strong In The Lord! 

Sir Knight Roger D. Fleer, Grand Commander 

GUIDING LIGHT 

Christmas has come and gone. I sit contemplating the looming chore of taking 
down the Christmas decorations. Being less than motivated I feel compelled to 
ponder what better things should occupy my mind now that Christmas is be-
hind me. After a few moments lost in thought, a vague memory of a Bible 
verse makes its way into my mind. The thought fills me with light and warmth 
despite not being able to recall the actual text of the verse. While struggling 
for understanding, I feel something urging me to seek out this text. I take a 
Bible from my shelf and with the aid of Google I search for it. My efforts pay 
off and I find the verse. After reading it a few times, I am impressed with an 
understanding that I have my answer and I want to share it with you. 

I would love to simply provide you with the Bible verse, but I feel that provid-
ing the text alone would fail to convey the scope and scale of my experience. 
Instead, I will try to paint a word picture that describes the power and glory of 
what I felt when I pondered, “What should I be thinking after Christmas?” 

Imagine standing in a cold, dark, and silent place. An expanse without bound-
aries. Nothing but emptiness. A place immersed in the complete absence of 
everything. Then something happens. A tiny spark of Light appears. As the 
spark grows brighter in both the heart and the mind so does a feeling of 
warmth and extraordinary power. As the Light gets closer it becomes almost 
unbearably bright. With squinting eyes comes the realization that it is not just 
a Light, but a Word. We are briefly puzzled at how a Word can be a Light. How 
can a Word contain such awe inspiring power? How can this be? Once I found 
the verse, then I understood. “By the word of the Lord the heavens were 
made, and all their host by the breath of his mouth.” In my mind, that was the 
answer to the question that I sought. If I needed something to occupy my 
mind after Christmas, then it was the Word of the LORD as described in Psalm 
33:6. Perhaps it is something that we all can use to occupy us as well when we 
are seeking alternatives to taking down the Christmas lights. 

Sir Knight Michael C. Rohman, Grand Junior Warden

18 january 2019 missouri supplement 19


