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Grand Commander’s Message 
 

Christian Greetings, Sir Knights 
 
Happy New Year!  2018 covered the full spectrum from great joy to great 
sorrow. With every New Year come those famous New Year’s 
Resolutions. Everyone sets out to better themselves by losing weight, 
saving money, attending lodge, getting organized, quitting smoking, 
cleaning the garage and the like that have probably repeatedly come to 
mind but we’ve managed to put off.  These are promises we make to 
ourselves.  For myself, thoughts of the ever-growing pile of things to do 
tend to dampen my enthusiasm. 
 
Why do we make New Year’s resolutions just to fail to keep them?  
Maybe because the tradition of making New Year’s resolutions is a 
secular tradition?  A resolution is not like a Masonic obligation, where 
the promises we make are made on the Holy Book to God.  By this 
obligation we are to be faithful and true to our word. By their very 
nature and seriousness, there are implied penalties should we fail to 
follow through with our obligation. We all know that these penalties are 
not actually inflicted by any body of Masonry but are expressions of how 
disgraced and contemptible one should feel for violating such an 
obligation.  Numbers 30:1-2 says “This is what the LORD commands: 
When a man makes a vow to the LORD or takes an oath to obligate 
himself by a pledge, he must not break his word but must do everything 
he said.” 
 
Unfortunately, that isn’t always true for you and me.  Too often, every 
one of us can point out deed or action committed by another that is 
inconsistent with high level of standards that we place on ourselves and 
by which we are judged.  I think we can all agree, that when these things 
occur inside and outside, we stress the fabric of our Fraternity causing 
disillusion and even drive members away. Outside of our meetings, we 
are all representatives of Masonry and indiscretions can cast a shadow 
upon the Fraternity.    We have obligated ourselves to a higher standard. 
 

disillusionment and even drive members away. Outside of our meetings, 
we are all representatives of Masonry and indiscretions can cast a 
shadow upon the Fraternity.    We have obligated ourselves to a higher 
standard. Please join me in 2019 to remember our commitment to the 
obligations of this great Fraternity and the tenets of Brotherly Love, 
Relief and Truth.  Let us be sure to regulate our conduct and when in 
doubt, stop and reflect before taking that next step. 
 
Sunday, March 17 through Tuesday, March 19 is the next Grand 
Conclave of the North Carolina York Rite Bodies in Clemmons, NC.  
Please take a moment now to block out the dates on your calendar so 
that you can attend the event.  It is extremely important that at a 
minimum, every Chapter, Council and Commandery dais officer 
represents their body and help us to make decisions for the future.  As 
officers, you are obligated to faithfully discharge the duties of your office 
and represent those who have elected you to this very important 
station.  Attending the Grand Conclave is an important part of your 
responsibilities.  If you are unavailable, be sure you vote by proxy. 
 
As we look back in the “rear view mirror” at 2018, let us look forward to 
2019 and all the great opportunities that it can bring.  While we are 
eager to move forward and put the past behind us, let us not forget 
about the past, but reap the benefits of what we learned from it. 
 
“Each of us is of infinite value, and each of us has the ability to make a 
profound difference in the lives we touch.  We leave our most 
profoundly positive impact on those around us by the nature of our lives 
and the example we set -not by how busy we are, or how important we 
believe we are.” - Jonathan Lockwood Huie 
  
In His Service,  
 

David C. Ladd 
Grand Commander 
 

P.S.  Alissa, Ann, and Kathryn extend a special invitation for your Ladies 
to attend the Grand Conclave.  There are several social activities planned 
as well as opportunities to share some hospitality.  Please encourage 
them to join us. 
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