
 
Ron Penfold, G.C. 

NORTH DAKOTA 

Knights Templar 
 

Editor 

Travis Cuypers 

tcuypers@msn.com 

312-288-9917  

 

 

 

New Year’s Greeting 

 

I would like to wish all my fellow sir knights a happy and healthy 

new year. I hope everyone enjoyed their Thanksgiving and 

Christmas holidays. I always enjoy reconnecting with my family 

this time of year and spending time with my younger siblings, 

nephews and nieces. They have so much energy and creativity! 

 

I also hope that many of you had an opportunity to attend a Knights 

Templar Christmas observance. In Fargo, we traditionally have a 

program on a day before Christmas which includes background 

music, scripture readings, singing, readings of the Grand Master’s 

message and/or Grand Prelate’s message, and a Christmas message 

from our local Commander. Afterwards, we typically gather in the 

dining room for coffee, snacks, and fellowship. 

 

It makes me wonder what the other Commanderies in our state have 

been doing for their Christmas observances. I would love to hear 

from you with details of what you did this year. If you have a 

picture as well, that’s even better. As always, feel free to send me 

an e-mail, and it may be included in a future supplement. ~TC 

 

Emerging Leaders Training 

 

I would like to recognize the ND York Rite members who 

participated in the leadership training at the North Central 

Department Conference on Saturday, October 27th in Sioux Falls, 

SD. They are Benny Regohos, Mark Gauslow, Zach Steele, Greg 

Taylor, Jesse Stephan, Fred Kitko, and myself. My apologies if 

there is anyone that I missed. 

This was my second year attending the leadership training, so I was 

in the Emerging Leaders 201 class with Mark and others from 

around the North Central region. The training covered several 

topics drawn from multiple sources, and we were provided with a 

copy of Principle Centered Leadership by Stephen Covey. 

 

As with last year, there was also great value in being able to discuss 

with others the various challenges that we are facing in our local 

organizations and then discussing possible solutions to meet those 

challenges. Everyone took away action items to return home with, 

and hopefully, we experience positive results. ~TC 

 

York Rite Festival 

 

There is a York Rite Festival scheduled for Friday, February 22nd 

and Saturday, February 23rd in Mandan. The Chapter degrees will 

be on Friday, and the Council and Commandery degrees will be on 

Saturday. Further details should be available by the time this 

supplement is published or closer to these dates. This is a great 

opportunity to bring in new York Rite members who may prefer 

this format due to scheduling or other reasons. 

 

ND Grand York Rite Sessions 

 

A reminder that the North Dakota Grand York Rite Sessions will be 

held in Minot this year at the Clarion Inn and Conference Center on 

Friday, April 12th and Saturday, April 13th with the York Rite 

College meeting on the evening of Thursday, April 11th. There will 

be a banquet on Saturday evening. Watch for registration details! 

 

Upcoming York Rite Events in Fargo 

 

Fargo will be starting a new “long class” on Tuesday, January 15th 

with the Mark Master Mason degree at 7:30 PM at the Fargo 

Masonic Center. As always, anyone from outside of the Fargo area 

who would like to come and visit us for this is most welcome to do 

so. We will be conferring the remaining Chapter degrees on 

February 5th and February 19th at the same time and location. 

north dakota supplement 19 18 january 2019 


