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Greetings Sir Knights!

For many Commanderies, this time of year celebrates the start of new leadership. 
Fresh offi  cers have taken new positions and are eager to get the work done. Let us all 
make sure to support our new Eminent Commanders and work diligently to support 
and advance their agenda for the ensuing year. New Commanders, make sure you 
have an agenda for your troops to advance! It does not have to be grand and awe-
inspiring, but we all do need direction. If you need help, here are a few ideas: 

• Practice the 10-man opening. If you don’t have 10 knights at your practice 
meeting, then fi ll the positions as best you can and have some do double duty. 
Profi ciency comes through practice, and when your opening is done with dis-
tinction, you will feel the pride in participating with one another to accomplish 
this goal and achieve a stronger level of confi dence.

• Support your local blue lodges. Be visible in our lodges, as this is where we 
obtain and increase our membership. If they don’t know you exist (York Rite), 
then they can’t petition you for membership. And also, do not forget the com-
munity; invite high-quality men to become masons with particular attention in 
introducing discussions to them about our Order, with the optimism of grow-
ing these new members into becoming outstanding York Rite Masons.      

• Fundraising for worthy causes, whether for your local Commandery or for a 
York Rite statewide or national cause.  Two examples are the Knights Templar 
Eye Foundation, which I will discuss further, and also the Holy Land Pilgrim-
age.  Raising funds to send your local minister to the Holy Land is a worth-
while cause, and takes you out 
into your community to be 
known.

Th ese are a few suggestions. Be 
creative and try new things. If you 
don’t succeed, at least you attempted  
something and sparked creativity 
in your members. Finally, I want to 
encourage all of you to get involved 
with your Commandery.  Aid and 
assist them in their endeavors that 
will make a positive diff erence. 

During the recent Triennial and the Southwest York Rite Conference, the Grand En-
campment has placed emphasis on Membership.  In doing so, a webpage on the Grand 
Encampment website has been created addressing the many facets of membership.

Th ere has been a positive shift  in focus from our Grand Encampment membership 
committee, who will now be publishing monthly articles, updates and “how-to’s” on 
the Grand Encampment website.  Th e focus of these articles will be on new ideas 
that could assist in growing new members, improve participation and retaining the 
members we already have.  Sir Knight Jeff  Nelson, our Most Eminent Grand Master 
has made it very clear that his #1 priority is Membership, and he also emphasized that 
this is also his 2nd and 3rd highest priorities.  Th e main categories are Recruitment, 
Retention, Restoration, and Masonic and Public Awareness.

Highlighted Philanthropy
During my offi  cial visits and also by just talking with Sir Knights throughout my trav-
els, I feel not all of us are aware of the shift  in the mission of the Knights Templar Eye 
Foundation.  What most of us are familiar with is the original mission of the founda-
tion, which was to provide assistance to those who face loss of sight and in need for 
surgical treatment, and on providing funds for research in curing eye diseases. 
Th e shift  of the mission’s statement was revised to be “To improve vision through 
research, education, and supporting access to care.”  Th is new mission of supporting 
research is now benefi ting untold millions in generations through grants that support 
research and education. 
For more information on our worthy cause, please visit www.knightstemplar.org/ktef, 
where you can learn about the diff erent methods to donate and receive recognition 
through various levels of support.  One level I would like to emphasize is the earning 
of the Crusader’s Cross jewel.  Th ose that wish to show their monetary support would 
be eligible to wear this Grand Encampment jewel on the right side of the uniform. On 
the website, there is a pamphlet with a wealth of information and ideas on how you 
can raise funds for our worthy cause. Th ank you for those that have and will be con-
tributing to our philanthropy. Th e Knights Templar Eye Foundation has contributed 
to the quality of life for countless people over the years and with your help, we can 
continue to bring light and sight to others.  

Sir Knights, as a reminder, our next Grand York Rite Quarterly meeting is on January 
26th 2019 at 9am (Saturday) at the Grand Lodge of New Mexico building. Roll call 
will be taken and Dais offi  cers are expected to be in attendance; it would be a pleasure 
for all other Sir Knights to attend and participate in our discussions.

Courteously,
Christopher A. Larsen, II
Grand Commander

Rev. & SK Ed McBride, presents planted tree sponsor-
ships as gift s to Christopher A. Larsen, II, GC, Dennis 
R. Detrow, GT, PGC and Stephen A. Balke, PGC aft er 
presentation on his experience with the Holy Land 
Pilgrimage trip in 2017 given to Pilgrim Commandery.


