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Happy New Year! As we celebrate this, the 2019th Year 

of our Lord, we should take a step back and reflect on the 
future. January is, literally by name, the gateway month into 
the new year. I remember in a certain degree hearing the phrase 
“mors janua vitae,” that death (mors) is the gateway (janua) to 
life (vitae). As a Christian, this is ever on my mind, that true 
life is what is waiting for us after we have traversed this vale of 
tears. True life is still waiting for us, even if many of our 
beloved brethren have laid down working tools of this life, we 
are to remember that they have picked up eternal tools to 
continue to worship more fully our Blessed Creator, Sustainer, 
and Redeemer.  

 
We focus a lot on the Creator and the Redeemer, yet we 

tend to neglect the idea of God as Sustainer. In this New Year, 
I ask you to focus on how God has sustained each and every 
one of us. Even if we have experienced pain or suffering or any 
other reminders that we are still alive, we are sustained by His 
love, and He deserves praise.  

 
Pain and suffering are parts of mortal life, yet that 

mortal life continues as an opportunity to praise God. Isaac 
Watts wrote a glorious hymn based on Psalm 146, that states 
“I’ll serve my Maker while I’ve breath.” This is a January 
statement: it opens a gateway to service from selfishness, from 

focus on the temporal to focus on the eternal. Part of our 
profession as Masons is to shape ourselves into more suitable 
material for the Master Builder, understanding that it is only 
through His plans, support, and grace that we accomplish 
anything throughout our days.  

 
1 Corinthians 15:55-57 cites the famous words of 

Hosea 13:14 and asks: “O death, where is your victory? O 
death, where is your sting?” There is no fear of death winning 
the victory if we are people of faith. If we believe in God as 
Christian Sir Knights, then life is a gateway to eternal life, and 
the pain and loss of life are but fleeting memories compared to 
the new and true life in heaven.  

 
But, if you are reading this, you are not dead yet. This 

means that there is time to enter through more gateways of 
spirit and repentance and hope, and to share with others the joy 
of our Lord and Savior who sustains us. We are sustained 
through this day to serve, wielding the sword of love in defense 
of the Christian religion. Love is the ultimate weapon against 
the Enemy, and love is the principle component of sustaining 
all of us. Through this year, see where you can help be the 
hands and feet of God, assisting one another in being sustained 
in faith such that love wins.  

 
It is in His Love that we serve each other. Let God’s 

love open a new gateway into your heart. You will be sustained 
even more by the love that fills up your heart throughout this 
New Year. Blessings to each and every one of you. If I can 
help you, please contact me at robertelsner@netscape.net.  
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