
       

 Hello Sir Knights, 

Welcome to the New Year! How many of you make New Year 

Resolutions? I don’t usually because I’ve always had the philosophy that 

if I need to resolve to do something, then I should make that resolution 

immediately and not wait for a special occasion. However, in the spirit of 

the season, I ask you to think about your Commandery and think of ways 

you can improve it. 

Here are some suggestions. Resolve to get involved in an activity that 

your Commandery can do for your community. Resolve to find out 

information of historical significance of the Knights Templar and then 

share it with your fellow Sir Knights at a meeting night. Resolve to start 

learning a part in the ritual that you’ve always liked hearing. Resolve to 

practice the 10-man opening.  

By now, all my Grand Commandery officers have received a copy of the 

new and improved 10-man opening. It hasn’t changed, but I made the 

understanding of it better. Get with your Grand Commandery officer in 

your Commandery and start going through it. It is my hope that as you 

go through it, it will be easier for you to understand. If I haven’t 

mentioned it before, this revised 10-man is now our standard 10-man 

opening for the state of South Dakota. All other “versions” are no longer 

to be practiced. It is my hope and desire to visit each Commandery to 

assist them in working through the 10-man opening.  

If you haven’t noticed, the 10-man opening is important to me. I feel we 

lose part of our identity if we can’t even open our Commanderies  

properly. The 10-man opening also gives a Commandery, “something to 
do.”  
 
Speaking of something to do, I had the pleasure of participating with 
Schrader Commandery as they served Thanksgiving Dinner to families at 
the Club for Boys in Rapid City. The Club for Boys puts on a wonderful 
event to provide a Thanksgiving meal to families who may not get one. 
This is the first year Schrader has participated in this annual event. 
Eminent Commander Red Alspaw was the person who spearheaded this 
event. Schrader enjoyed the event so much that they volunteered to do 
it next year and will make it an annual event. Good job Red! This is 
exactly what I’ve trying to encourage each Commandery to do. 
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