
  

 

Let us Greet the New Year with Faith and Hope, but especially with Charity; 
these are the principal rounds of that Mystic Ladder which we climb 

 
GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE: FAITH 

In 1989, the last movie of the Indiana Jones trilogy was shown entitled, 
Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade. Here Indy and his dad were on an adventure 
to find the Holy Grail (the sacred cup used by Jesus Christ at the Last Supper and 
later piously sought by the knights of the legendary King Arthur. According to 
tradition, Joseph of Arimathea, who collected in it the blood from the body of 
the crucified Christ, preserved the Grail.) They believed that one who drank 
from the Holy Grail would receive eternal life. Indy was required to pass three 
tests in order to reach the grail, and he had already passed two. He had come to 
a large cavern. The span was too large to jump over and Indy was unsure how to 
cross over. His diagram showed a path to follow. Indy called it, “The Path of 
God.”  Indy looked, seeing no pathway, said this must be a “leap of faith.” His 
father said to himself that he must believe. Indy, believing in the things unseen, 
stepped onto an invisible bridge. He was able to cross into a cave on the other 
side. There, Indy met the Last Crusader who was there to guard the Holy Grail 
until someone came to relieve him. Others followed Indy and there were many 
grails from which to choose. One of the follows asked which one, and the 
Crusader said that he must choose. He further stated that he must choose 
wisely, that the correct grail would bring life, but the incorrect grail would bring 
death. The follower chose a cup of a king, which was incorrect, and died. Indy 
chose the cup of a carpenter and received life. Twice Indy had to make a 
decision based on faith in the unseen. 

In Hebrews 11:1 we read, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen.” This is not a definition of faith.  Faith is 
defined as a belief in or confident attitude toward God, involving commitment 
to His will for one's life. This verse rather is a description of what faith does. 
Substance means “essence” or “reality.” Faith treats things hoped for as a 
reality. Faith proves that what is unseen is real such as the Christian’s reward at 
the return of Christ. 

In 2 Corinthians 4:18 we read, “While we do not look at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are 
seen are temporary, but the things, which are not seen, are eternal.” The word 
“look” here means to: 1. Keep your eyes on; 2. To consider; 3. To contemplate. 

The noun form of this verb means goal. The Christian needs to shift 
from looking on goals that are short-term and look to long-term goals that are 
eternal. 

In Philippians 3:14 we read, “I press toward the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” The word “goal” refers to the marker at 
the end of a race that a runner intently fixes their eyes on. The “prize” is the 
reward of victory that we have by following Jesus. Faith is part of the Christian 
life from beginning to end.  

In 2 Timothy 4:7-8 we read, “I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me 
on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” 

If you are not a Christian, you are not in the race, but you can be! Being 
a Knight Templar is not something that one does for a few days a month, or a 
few months each year or even for a few years. From the time you are Knighted 
until the time when you lay down your Sword and walk into eternity, you are in 
a fight against all evil; you will be tested at each step to see if your faith is 
genuine, and if you have persevered though the greatest race of your life and 
have crossed the finish line. And for that, God is merciful and will give you the 
crown of righteousness and we will dwell with him for ever and ever! Amen. 
In His Service, 
Burks Taylor, Grand Commander 
 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL CONCLAVE 
The Annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of 

the State of Tennessee, will be held Tuesday, March 26, 2019 and will convene 
at 8:00 am CST.  Information regarding registration and a complete schedule of 
events for the week will be available on the Grand York Rite website soon. 

Among the business will be a Code Proposal to create a Long-Range 
Planning Committee; this Committee was originally formed by REPGC Wayne 
Gunter and has been functioning since January of 2018.  The Proposal intends to 
make this a standing committee. 

 
UPCOMING FESTIVALS 

Knoxville Area – Saturday, February 9 and Saturday, February 16, Locust Street 
Masonic Temple 

Middle Tennessee – Friday and Saturday, March 8-9, Mt. Moriah Lodge 
Upper East – Saturday, April 20 and Saturday, April 27, location to be announced 

Make plans to attend these Festivals and support your fellow Templars! 
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