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Loving Peace By Chaplain David Pascoe 

One hundred years ago, at the eleventh hour on the eleventh day of the 

eleventh month, the guns grew silent over the battlefields of Europe. 

World War I came to an end after four years of conflict that embroiled 

many of the world's leading nations, including the United States. An 

estimated 16 million people had lost their lives, much of Europe had been 

devastated by the machinery of modern warfare, and new borders were 

being drawn for countries such as Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Hungary. 

World War I was dubbed the "war to end all wars" by the people who 

lived through its horrors. This was the first war to be fought in the 

modern age of technology. Foot soldiers and horses were no match for 

the newly developed weapons of mass destruction: the armored tank, 

military aircraft, flying bombs, and chemical warfare. Surely every peace-

loving soul from Europe to the Americas to the Orient and beyond would 

do everything in their power to stop madness like this from ever breaking 

out again. Yet, even as America emerged as an international power, 

defeated Germany licked its wounds, harboring resentments that sowed 

the seeds which would grow just 20 years later into World War II. Since 

then, this country has been embroiled in war after war: The Korean War 

of the 1950s, the Vietnam War of the '60s, the Gulf War of the '90s, the 

war in Afghanistan that has been ongoing since 2001. If only the "war to 

end all wars" proved to be more than just a pipe dream. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I find it ironic that the Latin name of our species — horno sapiens — 

means "wise man." Sure, we have made amazing advances in 

civilization, agriculture, medicine and technology in the 200,000 

years since our ancestors began migrating out of the African 

continent. There is wisdom indeed in the human accomplishments that 

have eradicated diseases, sent people to the moon and back, and 

invented ways to communicate around the world in nanoseconds. Yet 

still we live with the ancient curse of war. As the Russian author 

Alexander Solzhenitsyn wrote: "the line dividing good and evil cuts 

through the heart of every human being." As long as there are human 

beings doing good to advance civilization, there will also lurk the 

dark urge to fight, destroy, and kill. 

The world's great religions and philosophies point us to a better way. 

The Jewish prophet Micah sums it up like this: "What does the Lord 

require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with 

your God." Or as John Lennon sang in the '70s: "All we are saying is 

give peace a chance." 

As we in the United States recognize our veterans of combat and 

thank them for their service, memorials were held all over Europe to 

remember those who died on the battlefields of the First World War. 

Trumpets sounded, flags were lowered, and poppies abounded in 

wreaths and on coat lapels. A hundred years after the words were 

written in a poem published in the London Times, a solemn voice 

did declare: 

"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:  

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  

At the going down of the sun and in the morning,  

We will remember them." 

May all of us who have lost loved ones to death by whatever means 

take comfort in these words. And may we become truly wise men and 

women — homo sapiens — who love peace. 
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