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FROM THE EDITOR
I would like to encourage all Sir Knights to submit articles, 

letters, pictures, or comments for inclusion into this 
supplement.  Articles need to be submitted to me by the 1st of 

the month for the next issue.  (Feb. 25th for the March issue.)
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What is the importance of the Royal Arch 
Degree?  Why do we need it?  If the highest 

degree a Mason can attain is the Master 
Mason degree, why do we have 

appendant bodies such as the York 
and Scottish Rites?

I am sure a lot of these questions have 
bounced around in your head from 
time to time, especially when you just 

became a Master Mason.  But give me a 
moment to explain a bit of history on the 

subject, and where the ideas came from to 
begin with.

The system of Masonic degrees, as now practiced, is the product of an 
evolution. The cause for that evolution can be debated by some to be for 
the better, and some for the worse.  This is denoted in the original “Book of 
Constitutions” of Masonry called “The Ahimon Rezon.”  The original author, 
Laurence Dermott made two distinctions between two classes of Masons he 
dubbed “Antient” and “Modern.”

Dermott was undoubtedly Antient, and made many claims, whether 
facetiously or speculatively, that the Moderns did not meet the same 
standards as the Antients.

Regardless of this being fact or conjecture, there was a unification of Antient 
and Modern Lodges in 1813, and these conjectures became apparent in 
his writing of the Ahimon Rezon in 1753, followed by subsequent versions 
thereafter.

Prior to 1717 there is no record that Freemasonry consisted of more than 
one degree. The symbolism, the beautiful lecture, the ornate diction, with 
which we find it clothed today, represents the growth and development 
from the crude and transition stage of past centuries. Strictly speaking, there 
was no degree from the dawn of Freemasonry until it began to take on the 
speculative feature.

The Mason, prior to the ‘Revival’ of 1717, was designated as 
an Apprentice, Fellow Craft, or Master, not because of any 
special ceremony or degree work, but because of the length 
of time of service and skill manifested in his handicraft. The 
Ancient Charges and Regulations, as read to the apprentices, 
referred to the duties they owed to each other, to the lodge 
and the Holy Church.


