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Retain 
Stay in touch. Sir Knight Ted Loggins sends text messages to Master 

Masons of his lodge each month to stay in touch. It does not have to be the 
Secretary/Recorder or an officer that keeps in contact. Find time to share a meal 
before meetings or just have an informal dinner with families each month, or each 
quarter. Elicit feedback from new members and help them communicate their 
interests and ideas with your York Rite leadership. If your schedule fills up and it 
looks like you might not have time to keep contact, connect your Brother with a 
committee Chairman or Masonic body that has a place for him. 

When mentoring, “don’t force a square peg in a round hole.” Remember 
the Master Mason lecture: 

“These were all so classed and arranged by the wisdom of King Solomon 
that neither envy, discord, nor confusion was suffered to interrupt that universal 
peace and tranquility which pervaded the world at that important period” 

If you need help retaining new members and getting them involved (or if 
you have ideas that work for you to share that others can use!), contact me at 
mfeld2009@gmail.com or call 256-348-1018 

Sir Knight Michael Feld, KTCH 
 

GRAND PRELATE’S APARTMENT 
 

Sir Knights, the following thought was not written by me, but is so meaningful 
that I chose it for this month’s message to share with you. It is titled “One Last 
Chance” and was written by Randall J. Medlin. 
 

“A man never opened the car door for his wife or any other woman. He 
felt it was a sissy, Emily Post kind of thing to do. ‘Besides,’ he was fond of 
saying, ‘she doesn’t have two broken arms.’ 

After many years of marriage, his wife died and he was heartbroken 
because he truly loved her. Somehow, as the pallbearers brought her casket out of 
the funeral service, he and his family reached the hearse in front of them. 
The funeral director was back a few feet, so he called the man by name and said, 
‘Open the door for her, will you?’ The man reached for the door handle and then, 
for one second, froze. 

He realized he had never opened a car door for her in life. In death would 
be the first and only time. Years of regret came crashing down. 

Lesson: If you love someone—tell them now. If there is a kind deed you 
can do—do it now. There will be a time when all our tomorrows are yesterdays, 
and there will be no more chances to do the little things to show our love.” 

Sir Knights, this is indeed a powerful message. So often we neglect to 
show our love or even common courtesies to those we hold most dear. Let us, as 
professed followers of our Savior, never fail to show our love and respect for our 
loved ones and our fellow Templars—even if means simply opening a door for 
them. 
 

In His Name, 
 

George L. Marshall, Jr., PGC, KCT, Grand Prelate 
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Attract – Train - Retain 
The New Year of Masonry is upon us. Grand York Rite is the time of 

reading the reports of the trends of membership and then we are left with a call 
to action- “Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good 
works and glorify your father which is in heaven.” 

Attract 
As Knights Templars, we are specifically Christian Masons and our 

conduct in the craft lodge should set an example. Our language should be that of 
an Entered Apprentice who never mentions God’s name but with that 
reverential awe which is due from a creature to his creator. Our charity should 
be as extensive as the form of the lodge- from East to West and between North 
and South, from earth to heaven and from surface to center.  

Find time to share a meal with new Master Masons. Learn to teach 
them their lessons. Create a special bond and help mentor the new Master 
Mason to be one of the best craft masons in your lodge. If you do this, wearing 
a Commandery pin or inviting the Master Mason to a Christmas Observance 
may be enough to prompt the question “how do I become a York Rite Mason?”  

Be prepared by keeping a petition and at the ready and help guide the 
petitioner through Chapter and Council. 

Train 
Once the new Master Mason is a Knight Templar (or before!), continue 

to help him find his place in his craft lodge- teaching lessons, cooking, 
fundraising, degree work, building maintenance, budget planning, or visiting 
those in sickness or distress. Don’t forget the craft lodge! Use the York Rite 
ritual as inspiration to be a better blue lodge Mason! 

Introduce new Knight Templars to the Companion Adept of the 
Temple study program offered by the York Rite Sovereign College of North 
America. This is a great program that can keep a busy Knight involved when on 
travel or has a schedule that does not allow him to attend meetings frequently. 
http://www.yrscna.org/forms/YorkRiteenrollmentform.pdf 

Sit next to the new member and guide him through the openings and 
closings of each York Rite meeting. If there is time before a meeting, review the 
signs given for each York Rite body in opening and closing and when 
addressing the East. 
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