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Sir Knights,
As we continue to work on my theme for the year Be the Change You 
Want to See we move on to the eleventh of Brother Benjamin Franklin’s 
13 virtues, Tranquility.

Tranquility. Be not disturbed at trifles, or at accidents common or un-
avoidable.

If you were to ask my wife if I practiced this virtue in the car, her reply 
would probably be an uncontrollable fit of laughter.  I admit to suffering 
from “road rage” on occasion.  OK, most of the time.  Fine, all the time.  
There I have said it.  Admitting you have a problem is the first step in 
healing.  I feel better already.

I believe that this is a difficult virtue for many of us to practice on a regu-
lar basis.  We far too often and far too easily get upset with ourselves, 
others and even with inanimate objects.  In many cases this leads us to 
lash out both in public and private.  

Usually, when we calm down we realize how poorly we have behaved 
and vow to be better next time.  However, if your reaction has led you 
to speak harshly to another, be it a friend, family member or Brother of 
the craft, no amount of apologizing can erase the sting of that rebuke.  
Words, once spoken can never be taken back.  

So I encourage you all to give this serious consideration this month.  Be 
slow to anger, and even slower to allow that anger to lead you to speak 
or behave in a manner that would demean yourself or others.  Count to 
ten, do some deep breathing, or even walk away until you are able to 
deal with a situation in a tranquil manner.

I do find it interesting that Brother Franklin has once again used quali-
fying language in his description of the virtue.  He asks us not to be 
disturbed at trifles.  Does that mean we can be disturbed as serious 
incidents?  And if so, where is the line between trifling and serious?  He 
also describes the accidents we are not to be disturbed at, common or 
unavoidable.  Again, there appears to be some wiggle room.

That being said, I am going to really try to not let the little things get to 
me.  I am going to remain calm, cool and collected.  Lord help me when I 
have to drive on the Parkway or the Interstate.  

Next month we will explore the virtue of Chastity.

In Templary,
Charles A. McCollum

Right Eminent Grand Commander

The four heads of the York Rite of Freemasonry at the Milford Carol Sing this past 
December: MW Brother Theodore J. Nelson, Grand Master of Masons of CT, ME 
Companion Martin Ede, Grand High Priest, Grand Chapter RAM, MP Companion Clyde 
W. Kaiser, II, Grand Master, Most Puissant Grand Council, R&S Masters, and RE Sir 
Knight Charles A. McCollum, Grand Commander, Grand Commandery of Knights 
Templar of CT.  They were joined on their Carol by Mr. Evan Ruszczyk, State Master 
Councilor, Order of DeMolay.


