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In 1737  the lingering mystique of the Knights Templar re-
ceived a major influx of attention when Chevalier Ramsay pro-
duced his famous Oration. He proposed that Freemasonry had 
evolved from the knights of the Crusades, and then clarified 
that these men were the Knights Templar. The conferral of 
Knights Templar degrees quickly gained popularity within 
Freemasonry. 

At the time of the Crusades in Palestine . . . they agreed 
upon several ancient signs and symbolic words drawn 
from the well of religion in order to recognize themselves 
amongst the heathen and Saracens. These signs and 
words were only communicated to those who promised 
solemnly, and even sometimes at the foot of the altar, 
never to reveal them. 

--Chevalier Ramsay 
In 1779  the conferral of Knights Templar degrees took on 
a more formal role in Freemasonry when the Grand Master 
of Lodge Mother Kilwinning gave a charter for a new lodge 
in Dublin called the "High Knight Templars of Ireland 
Lodge." This then became the Early Grand Encampment of 
Ireland, and their practices soon spread to Scotland, Eng-
land and the rest of the world. 

The ritual that the Early Grand Encampment of Ireland 
worked (acted out) became known as the E.G. Rite (for 
"Early Grand Rite") and was adopted in Scotland by a 
group called the Early Grand Mother Encampment of 
Scotland. 

--Robert Lomas 
Today  the Knights Templar degrees are the highest level 
of the York Rite within Freemasonry. The earlier levels are 
Royal Arch Masonry and The Cryptic Rite. Although there 
can be variations in degree titles in different countries, the 
highest degree is usually known as the Order of the Tem-
ple. 

The last order is the one that dubs the Mason a Knight 
Templar, and most Masons who have been through it will 
describe the ceremony as one of the most memorable, 
thought-provoking, and impressive they have ever wit-
nessed. It is truly unique among the degrees of Freema-
sonry. 

--Christopher Hodapp 
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It has been my privilege to serve as your Grand Commander this year. I 
have traveled to many places and met many new friends. I would be re-
miss if I did not acknowledge the support of the two special ladies in my 
life, Vlora my Wife who has supported me in all of my Masonic journeys, 
and my little Buddy, Lily. My daughter Lily has been an inspiration from 
day one. She is curious, smart, and beautiful and I am proud to be her 
father. 
 
When I started masonry I had many leaders and strong men to look up 
to. I still do. It is now my time to continue this tradition and to set forth 
to continue to be a leader that hopefully others will want to follow. 
 
I would like to acknowledge this months Templar of the month. It is PGM 
Herb Atkinson. He has been my biggest supporter in Masonry and I owe 
a lot to him for his guidance and support. He will be a leader we all 
should look up to and follow for many years. 
 
I look forward to my successors year and pray I am leaving Delaware 
Templary a little better than when I humbly took the reigns. Thank you 
to all the Sir Knights I crossed paths with this year. You all made me a 
better man. 
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