
Sir Knights fraternal greetings
As Christians, we are supposed to keep the Ten Commandments

and be compassionate and charitable. These are our tenants as Christians.
As citizens, we are supposed to follow the law, rules and regulations set
by our governing bodies. As Grand Commander, I have the duty to follow
what the Constitution of the Grand Commandery of Florida dictates. It is
generic in nature and doesn’t always cover specific situations or issues.
However, the Knights Templar are an organization based on Christian
principles. Following these Christian tenants are difficult when situations
demand us to do the right thing based on the law, situation and conditions.
It sometimes becomes an inequitable balance between our Christian beliefs
and following the law. Many times, I feel that imbalance when I have to
make a decision. A decision based on Christian principles but within the
scope of the Constitution, rules, regulation, and conditions that govern our
institution.  It feels just like King Solomon when he had to make a decision
regarding the two women claiming the same baby. It becomes a judgmental
call hanging between both worlds. Let me illustrate this point.

I received a request for monetary aid from a fellow Sir Knight who
was down on his fortune.  We all, I am sure have some difficulty through
life, but most of have rebounded before we had to ask for help.  The Grand
Commandery of Florida just received from a Commandery in Maine a
sizeable monetary gift that was to be specifically used for reconstruction
and expense of Knights who were affected by the hurricane Irma.  This
benevolent gift, being specified as such, restricted its use. The Grand
Commandery has no other funds for wanting individuals.  Thus, I had to
make the unwanted decision to turn this individual down.  Where was the
Christianity in this decision?
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Another situation, a Sir Knight who seemed to ignore all meetings
as well as correspondence from the Grand Commander. I had to make the
decision to remove him from his office for what I thought was for the good
of the Grand Commandery.  As it turned out, this Sir Knight had a personal
family issue over a year ago and had not recovered emotionally from the
situations that developed from the family issue.  Was this a good Christian
decision?  In my morale dilemma, should I have been more
compassionate? Should I have physically contacted this Sir Knight? Going
the extra mile? Sometimes making decisions for the “Good of all” seems
at times a little Machiavellian.

Being a Christian is not always easy, especially when you have to
balance your Christian principles, the law and regulations, and the
particular situations you are confronted with. I always pray to God for
guidance to make the correct decision. My north has always been to make
determinations that will stabilize the future and viability of all Constituent
Commanderies and of our Grand Commandery. So far, God has been good
to me and has led me down the correct path in my decisions. I know the
2018 Dais Officers of each Constituent Commandery will also go through
this tribulation when making decisions that will affect their  respective
Commandery. Remember, our compass in making decisions has to be for
the general good of the Sir Knights and the Constituent Commandery. We
need to base them on our Christian principles but rooted in the reality of
the situation being presented and that of the Commandery. May God bless
and guide you all  especially when making the difficult decisions that
sometimes may not be a popular one. This is my prayer for each of you
during your year as Dais Officers. God bless.

In the faith and love of our Lord,
SK Anthony Griffon

"Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.
It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it
keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the
truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love
never fails."   1 Corinthians 13:4-8

Happy Valentine’s Day To All Sir Knights and Their Ladies.


