
Indiana Supplement 
Edward L. Sebring KCT, KTCH, GPE 

editor 
2131 Franklin St., Terre Haute, Ind. 47803 

Lawrence J. Williams, GC 

Newby-Avery event going strong 
The event that became known as the Newby-Avery celebration 

was created more than a century ago by SK Leonida P. Newby, the 
first Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of 
the USA, to come from Indiana. It has changed formats. It has 
changed names once and probably soon will become known as the 
Newby-Avery-Vaught celebration. But regardless of name or format, 
it is going strong in recognizing Templary in Indiana and those who 
lead it and those who support it. 

Leonidas P. Newby served in 1901 as Grand Commander of In-
diana. But even while Newby was working his way through the Grand 
Commandery of Indiana line, he began planning the taking of steps 
which would eventuate as a formal run for the position of Grand Mas-
ter of the Grand Encampment. Thus it was in 1899 that he threw the 
first of a series of small dinner parties which were the forerunners of 
our current celebration. He gathered together five or six knights for 
what was basically a working dinner, where he and his guests would 
create and implement plans. 

At the Grand Encampment’s Triennial Conclave of 1910, he was 
appointed the Grand Standard Bearer. In 1922 he was elected to serve 
as the 26th Grand Master of the Grand Encampment, a title he held un-
til 1925. During his time in the line of the Grand Encampment he 
would continue hosting dinner parties with his fellow officers. 

Newby Banquet History 
After leaving office as Grand Master of the Grand Encampment, 

Sir Knight Newby began hosting similar dinners for current and past 
officers of the Grand Commandery of Indiana. These again were 
working dinners where topics may have included a discussion of cur-
rent Grand Commandery affairs, the honoring of past officers, and per-
haps evaluating the potential of men who were being considered for 
the Grand Commandery line.  

In the mid 1960s, Grand Commander David Miller broke with 
the tradition of discussing only Templar topics and invited the incom-
ing Grand Master of Masons along with the incoming Grand High 
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Priest of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Indiana and the 
Grand Most Illustrious Master of the Grand Council of Royal and Se-
lect Masters of Indiana, now known as the Grand Council of Cryptic 
Masons of Indiana, to the Newby Dinner so that they each could pre-
sent what they were planning for the coming year and all could coordi-
nate their calendars.  

Sir Knight Willard Avery served as Grand Master of the Grand 
Encampment from 1976 to 1979. Accordingly, in 1980, the name of 
the dinner was changed to the Newby-Avery Banquet, but the nature 
of the event continued to be a meeting or working dinner. 

In 1992, the Grand Commandery adopted a resolution creating 
the Permanent Fund, effective Jan. 1, 1993. The fund was designed to 
be somewhat like an endowment fund, with the money deposited into 
it being invested, and only the investment gains – up to a maximum of 
5 percent of the fund – could be transferred to the general fund of the 
Grand Commandery when needed, to help cover expenses from a 
source other than dues. 

Thus, beginning in 1993, the Newby-Avery event changed from 
a working meeting to a fund-raising 
function. Ever since, people who 
donate $250 to the permanent fund 
are designated Newby-Avery 
Fellows, and re- ceive a lapel pin 
and certificate, and a standing invita-
tion every year to the Newby-Avery 
event. Each addi- tional $250 dona-
tion by a Fellow gets a diamond 
added to the lapel button. 

Commander- ies may also do-
nate $250 to the fund, by which 
they are said to have purchased a 
“chair,” rather than a fellowship. As a Chair, the Commandery will 
receive a recognition plaque, and its presiding Commanders will be 
invited to the Newby-Avery events for five years. 

Since it is designed to promote donations to permanent fund, a 
major occurrence at the Newby-Avery event is the recognition of new 
Fellows and Chairs, and particularly the distribution of diamond-
studded lapel pins to those who have made multiple donations. 

To date, the Newby-Avery events have raised more than 
$97,000, every penny of which is deeply appreciated by the Grand 
Commandery. 

Additional information about the program is available at: http://
www.indianaknightstemplar.com/newby-avery.html 
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