
shelter, and friendship. I know from personal experience that I am ‘preaching to the choir’, and I am proud to 
be one of  you. Keep up the Good Work!         
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FROM THE GRAND COMMANDER 

(Continued  from Facing Page) 
Washington, DC March 30 to April 1. Sir Knights Bill Ryan and Mike Yount are making plans for 
another outstanding trip, and the Sunrise Service on Easter Morning at the George Washington 

Masonic Memorial is an experience to remember. Let’s fill the bus again this year. For those 
who might be wondering, wives are welcome. 

The East Central Department Conference will be held in Fort Wayne, IN on March 10 

at the Hilton Fort Wayne. Registration must be made prior to February 12. All Knights are 
welcome to attend this informative conference; preregistration is required. Additional 
information is available on the Grand Encampment web site. I understand the Leadership 
training program held in conjunction with this conference is well worth attending. 

Sir Knights, in the name of the Blessed Emmanuel, keep the lights shining; keep doing 
Good Works; ‘continue His faithful soldiers unto death’.  
Courteously,   Randall Partin     Grand Commander 

COMMEMERATIVE COIN  
Louisville-DeMolay has just a few of the gold coins struck for its 150

th
 anniversary coins left and 

they are for sale for $10 each.  All proceeds will go to the Knight Templar Eye Foundation.  

  Contact you editor or our Recorder for instructions to purchase.  
GEORGE WASHIINGTON FESTIVAL 

King Solomon Chapter, Louisville Council and Louisville-DeMolay Commandery will confer all of 

the degrees and orders on Saturday, February 24, a one-day festival. at their asylum. The 
asylum will be opened at 7 A.M. for coffee and donuts, and will open on the Mark Master 
degree at 8 A.M. and the Commandery part will begin about 1:30 P M that afternoon with the 
short form Order of Red Cross and Order of Malta. Following this will be the Order of the 

Temple in full form.  Lunch will be served about noon. 
As in previous years, all Masons from other Chapters, Councils, and Commanderys are invited 
to attend and participate.  In addition, we will include all Select Masters from other councils to 

receive the orders that afternoon. Concentrate on those Masons who want to “Improve 
Themselves in Masonry”. 
It would be good to notify Secretary John Johnson, or Recorder G. Michael Miller of numbers, 

so sufficient food will be provided.           
EAST CENTRAL DEPARTMENT CONFERENCE 

The 2018 conference will be March 9-10 at the Hilton Fort Wayne at the Grand Wayne 

Convention Center.  The center is located at 1020 South Calhoun St. in Fort Wayne, In.  As in the 
recent past, Chapter, Council, and Commandery will meet at the same site, and each will have 
their own agenda.  Save this date and a more complete agenda will be in the March KT 

Supplement.  This conference is open to every York Rite Mason and provides an opportunity to 
learn more as well as experience the fellowship available in any multi-state meeting.  Most of 
us gather on Friday at the site with Chapter and Council conferences all day Saturday, and a 
joint meal on Saturday evening.   

Every elected Grand Officer is expected to attend and every companion who has any desire 
now, or in the future, to be a Grand Officer, will benefit from the material presented here. In 
addition, the Emerging Leadership program will be on Saturday, and it is open to all and at no 

charge.  Plan to join us for a very pleasant weekend. 
GLASCOW FESTIVAL 

Glascow York Rite will be having a 2 day festival starting on Saturday,  February 3  at 9:00 A.M. 

(CST)at their Lodge on S Green St.  They will confer all of the degrees of the Chapter and 
Council.   Lunch will be served. 
On February 17 again starting at 9 A;M. they will confer all of the Commandery Orders.  Again, 

a lunch will be served.  Now would be a great time to visit us.  Bring a candidate or two or more 
with you.  All are welcome. 
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plans being made for Easter; the plans being made for conferral of the orders and 

announcements of upcoming Inspections, and calls for practice for those Inspections.  Sir 
Knights, there is much ‘Good Work’  being done in “Kentucky’s Commanderies. Keep it up! 
I want to commend my officers, elected and appointed, for the work they are doing. I have 
asked several to be places that I could not, and have always received and affirmative response. 

During December, I came down with the flu and was unable to attend a number of events that I 
had planned to. Billy, Marvin, and Bill were all over the state, and I want to express my deep 
appreciation to them for the ‘Good Work’ that they do on behalf of the Grand Commandery, 

and in my stead in many cases. And on any given night, you may run into our Grand Recorder, 
Sir Knight Jim King, anywhere in the state. He is an accomplished, and willing ritualist, and his 
contributions to the York Rite bodies in Kentucky are too numerous to mention here. Sir 

Knights, your Grand Commandery has a dedicated line of officers to lead you in the coming 
years, men who are willing to step to the plate and do what needs accomplished. Please give 
them your wholehearted support and encouragement. 

To assist the Division Commanders in performing their duties, a training session was 
conducted on January 6 at the York Rite offices in Danvi lle. One item covered is a supplement 
to the Kentucky Tactics, which I believe will help to clarify how some of the tactics are to be 

performed in the opening. Each Division Commander has a copy of this document, and it may 
be duplicated. This should be of assistance as we are beginning to conduct training sessions 
and inspections within the constituent commanderies. Just a gentle reminder – the inspection 
on the opening of the commandery is based on how well it conforms to the Kentucky Tactics. 

Please use that document as the basis of your opening. 
Please join me in welcoming Sir Knight Bruce Von Dwingelo as the new Division 

Commander of Division II. Bruce is a Past Commander of Moore No. 6 in Princeton and his 

division also includes Madisonville No. 27 in Madisonville. Sir Knight Bruce began his new 
duties in December with the issuance of General Order No. 2. Let me also express my 
appreciation to Sir Knight Patrick Wright for his tenure as Division Commander of Division II. He 

has set an example well worth following: having accepted a time consuming position in his 
church, he resigned as Division Commander rather than giving the job less than he felt it 
deserved. He also recommended someone for his replacement.  

Sir Knights, there are numerous opportunities for candidates to receive the Orders in 
the month of February, beginning in Paintsville on the 3

rd
, followed by Glasgow on the 17

th
, and 

Louisville-DeMolay on the 24
th

. These are the ones that I am aware of; there may be others. 
Visiting candidates are welcome. Contact their Recorders for further details. 

(Concluded on Facing Page) 
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Sir Knights, 
“What freezings have I felt, what dark days seen!” The words of 
Shakespeare’s 97

th
 sonnet touch our very beings with the depth of winter’s 

chill. Especially during the winter months, it’s easy to stay at home and ‘let 
somebody else do it’. Yet within the Asylums of Kentucky Templary, I see 
and hear of the warmth of fellowship, the joy of Christian Knights and their 

families coming together to  worship  in  Christmas  Observances   and the 
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