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Now, some of the dais officers might say why I should listen to you and learn 

the ritual, while Joe in my Commandery knows the rituals like the back of his 

hand.  My question to you on this thought is, have you ever thought, “How 

old is Joe?” Is he going to be around forever to do the ritual work? “What 

would happen to our Commaderies, if Joe decides to take his significant other 

to a trip around the world?” or “Joe moves to a different part of the State?”  

Who is going to perform the ritual then so our ranks can be increased?  

Would you not want to put the time to learn it?  Are we going to have the 

candidate in front of the Triangle and have the Eminent Commanders read the 

ritual?  How would you have felt as a Candidate while in front of the Triangle 

the Eminent Commander was reading the rituals to you? 

 

The rituals are not difficult to learn.  We make them difficult. If we try to 

learn parts of the rituals while the Commandery is inspected, in my opinion, 

in less than two maybe three years all dais officers will be eligible to pass 

hundreds of certifications.  Sir Knights we do not expect to know the ritual to 

the letter.  We are not recording machines.  But as long as the message is 

transmitted to the Candidate in a solemn and clear manner, the ritual has done 

its purpose.  As a side note Eminent Commanders have been performing the 

ritual work from memory since 1875.   

 

Sir Knights, please do not hesitate to approach me or any of the dais officers 

to discuss your thoughts and concerns. I am always interested in your input 

on these and other concerns. 

 

Also, please remember that inspection for this year is; Ten Men Opening, 

Reception of the Grand Commander, Sword Drill, the Illustrious Order of the 

Red Cross in full form and the Order of Malta in short form. 

 

As always, I am at Your Service and 

  In His Service, 

Spyros G. Treklas  

Visitation Schedule for Fabruary  

Maryland No. 1 Friday, February 02, 2018 

Palestine No. 7 Monday, February 26, 2018 

Beauseant No. 8 Friday, February 09, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings Sir Knights! 

 

While I write this message, I will try to touch on two rather different, yet 

tough subjects.  One is the uniform code and the other is ritual, a subject 

with so much controversy on both sides of the camp.  

 

The first subject is rather easy.  The Webster Dictionary defines uniform as 

presenting an unvaried appearance of surface, pattern, or color.  In my 

travels, I have noticed that several Sir Knights have purchased uniforms 

that do not comply with the Maryland code.   I recommend that all uniforms 

be purchased from LIGHTHOUSE Uniform Company.  This company 

complies with the Maryland Code of uniforms.  If you are not quite sure 

about the uniform you need to purchase, please contact the Eminent Grand 

Recorder, Sir Knight Thomas Heimiller or the Assistance to the Eminent 

Grand Recorder, Sir Knight Kris Brown, who they can assist you in 

purchasing the correct uniform. 

 

The second subject seems difficult; however, when it is broken down into 

smaller parts, at least for me, it seems to become easier to deal with.    

 

Although we cannot impose the certification of the ritual, I will encourage 

and promote such action, especially for dais officers. In my humble 

opinion, learning the ritual is like working in your day job.  You work, you 

get paid.  You work to learn the ritual; you get paid with the satisfaction 

that you are one of the Sir Knights who did it.  Sir Knights, as you have 

noticed in the previous administration as well as this administration, the 

Commandery inspections, in additions to the “normal” routines – Ten Men 

Opening etc - it consists and it is required that your Commandery 

exemplifies all three orders.  This is part of our Bylaws: 316. All 

Constituent Commanderies within this Grand Jurisdiction shall be required 

to, at least once a year, regardless of candidates, confer the Illustrious 

Order of the Red Cross, Order of Malta and/or Order of the Temple and 

open their Commanderies in Full Form. 
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United We Stand… 
 
Spyridon G. Treklas, Grand Commander (gckt@yorkritemd.org) 
G. Daniel Brewer, Editor (editor@yorkritemd.org) 
www.YorkRiteMD.org/gckt 
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