
 

From the desk of your Right Eminent Grand Commander. 

 

Happy New Year 2018!  I hope you are doing well and enjoying 

the Montana winter weather.  The whole state seems to be covered with 

snow and travel is a little more than just difficult.  It seems that my 

calendar is an awful lot fuller in February than it was in January.  I did 

take a quick trip to Bozeman to watch the Bobcat-Grizzly basketball 

game and had a good visit with a few of the area Sir Knights while I was 

there.  I seem to run into Masons wherever I travel and find this to be one 

of the great things about our fraternity.  I was also able to attend two, 

Feast of Saints John.  The first feast was in Billings and the other was in 

Huntley Project Lodge in Worden, MT.  I was encourage to see several 

York Rite Masons at these celebrations and was doubly glad to see that 

York Rite is busy supporting our local Blue Lodges.  In years long ago it 

may have been the custom for a Master Mason to leave the Lodge and 

pursue light in other Masonic venues but I think there are very few 

Lodges strong enough to withstand that action today.  So I encourage all 

York Rite Masons to extend that helping hand to their home Lodge. With 

the coming of February, I am dusting off my Masonic calendar and once 

again preparing for some travelling.  

 I will be in Billings February 3, 2018 for a Mark Master Degree 

night.  This is being opened to all Master Masons in good standing that 

may be interested in receiving more light in Masonry by taking the first 

degree of the York Rite Chapter.  This event will be held at the Billings 

Masonic Center and will start with a BIG MEAL at 12:30 pm, followed 

by an introduction to what York Rite Masonry is and then the 

presentation of the Degree.  This is a program that was started a couple 

years ago by the Missoula and Hamilton York Rite Bodies and was met 

with very good results.  Our MEGHP Steve Fraser is continuing this 

program in an effort to promote new membership in Montana York Rite 

and to get out the word as to what the York Rite has to offer Masonry.   

February 16&17, 2018 I will be in Great Falls for KYCH and 

York Rite Sovereign College on Friday and the George Washington 

Convocation on Saturday.   

This is always a great York Rite weekend and I encourage 

everyone to join the Companions and Sir Knights for a fun and 

educational weekend. The banquet on Friday night will include an 

Americanism program of George Washington and should be exceptional.   

The past several years this weekend has not only attracted a large number 

of Montana Masons but also has been attended by many York Rite 

members from Alberta, Canada.  We have found their work to be very 

interesting and they are a fun loving group to be around.  I would strongly 

recommend this event be added to your calendar if it is not already on 

there. 

Plans are in the works for our 2018 Montana Grand York Rite 

Sessions to be held in Billings, Montana May 31, June 1&2, 2018.  Save 

the dates for this very special occasion and make plans to join in the fun 

and festivities.  We are busy working out many of the details but know 

that it will be a great event and definitely one you won’t want to miss.  

The Grand Sessions are always a great time to re-connect with old friends 

and hopefully make a few new ones in the process.  Information will be 

updated monthly and passed on to you through your local secretaries and 

this publication. 

I am hoping to finish my visits by the end of April.   If your local 

York Rite has events going on, such as Degree work or Orders, please 

make sure they are communicated to the Grand Secretaries office so that 

others in the state can make plans to attend.  Our Masonic year is about 

half over but there is still plenty of time to accomplish many of the 

Masonic objectives you had hoped for this year.  Membership should be a 

part of this plan.  It is necessary for our organization to grow in order for 

that we may continue the good works we provide to our members and the 

communities we serve.  

In closing, I’m very pleased with the response, throughout 

Montana, with our Knight Templar Christmas Observance this year.  

Thank you for holding to your Knightly vows and obligations in 

gathering with other Sir Knights to observe the birth of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  I received notes from most of our Commanderies 

informing me of these observance celebrations and it sounds as though 

each was a success.  Thanks again!! 

 

Dennis Duffy REGC of Montana 
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