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North Dakota Grand York Rite Sessions 

 

The ND Grand York Rite Sessions will be held in Fargo on Friday, 

April 20th and Saturday, April 21st with the ND York Rite College 

meeting on the evening of Thursday, April 19th. 

 

On Thursday, December 28th, Sir Knights Greg Taylor, Charlie 

Beeber, Craig Ramsdell, George Vettel and I met with the Sales 

Director at the Ramada Hotel & Conference Center in Fargo for ND 

Grand York Rite Sessions planning. The meeting room, hospitality 

room, and dining rooms were reviewed and confirmed. The meals 

were planned, and the block of guest rooms was confirmed for ND 

York Rite at a special rate. The rooms and setup will be very 

similar to years past for those who have been to the Grand Sessions 

in Fargo before. 

 

By the time this supplement is published, you may have already 

received a letter with additional information and the registration 

form. If not, it should be coming soon. It is also planned to have a 

link to the registration form on the ND Grand York Rite website 

(http://www.yorkrite.com/nd), so you can check there as well. 

 

York Rite Festival in Mandan 

 

There is a York Rite Festival planned for Friday, February 23rd and 

Saturday, February 24th in Mandan. The Chapter degrees will be 

conferred on Friday starting at 7:00 P.M., and the Council and 

Commandery degrees will be on Saturday. The Festival will be held 

at the Mandan Masonic Center. 

If you have any candidates who are interested in this Festival, or if 

you are interested in participating and possibly taking part in the 

degree work, please contact SK Donavan Eck at secyr@icloud.com. 

 

The Knights Templar Seal 

 

Most of us are familiar with the Knights Templar seal depicting two 

knights riding on one horse. The order was founded in 1119, but 

this design was not used as an official seal until the sixth Grand 

Master in 1158. The seal was double-sided, with the other side 

having an image of The Dome of the Rock on the Temple Mount. 

 

 
 

It is said that the two riders may be the first Grand Master, Hugues 

de Payens, and another founding member, Godfrey de Saint-Omer. 

The legend goes that Hugues and Godfrey were so poor at the 

order’s founding that they could only afford one horse between the 

two of them. In reality, however, this is unlikely to have been the 

case. From the outset, the Rule of the Order allowed each knight up 

to three horses, and sharing a horse was forbidden. 

 

Regardless of whether or not this legend is true, the image is 

symbolic of a “spirit of poverty” unique to religious orders, 

reinforcing the fact that the Knights Templar were not simply a 

military order, but a religious one as well. No matter how wealthy 

the order or individual knights were to become, ideally, they were 

to maintain this spirit of poverty. This meant not falling into 

avarice, and using their resources charitably and for the common 

good. The riders may also represent a strong fraternal connection 

and assisting a brother in need. These are all values shared by 

Freemasonry and the Masonic Knights Templar. ~TC 
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