
FEBRUARY, 2018 

 

Sir Knights: 

 

 As this Templar Year draws to a close, and we each continue 

on our individual pilgrimages through Life in Christ, I am struck by 

the fact that here in February, we celebrate one of the most important 

events in our Savior’s Life – Transfiguration. 

 The very word itself goes far beyond what a simple act of 

―transformation‖ would describe.  Transfiguration is defined as ―an 

exalting, glorifying, or spiritual change‖ – an instant both human and 

divine – which leaves the transfigured as something else entirely.  

Liturgically placed right ahead of Lent (and in some denominations 

pushed out until August), Transfiguration marks the moment (in my 

mind, at least) that Jesus becomes wholly Christ; the moment His 

destiny, and that of the entire world, is set, and the moment that 

humanity and the divine unite as One. 

―
Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John, and led them up 

on a high mountain apart by themselves; and He was transfigured 

before them. 
3 
His clothes became shining, exceedingly white, like 

snow, such as no launderer on earth can whiten them. 
4 

And Elijah 

appeared to them with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus.‖ 

(Mark 9:2-4) 

 The Law, and the Prophets – Elijah at that – and Jesus, all here, 

all speaking together.  Prophecy completed in that Elijah has come 

before the Messiah.  The Mosaic Law, here ceding authority to the 

Lamb.The three forming a divine Trinity from which of the Reason of 

God (the Law through Moses), and the Thought (or Greek ―nous‖) of 

God (the Prophets), join as the living expression of Thought and 

Reason (the Logos) in Jesus, the Christ.  This was amoment of clarity 

that ―no launderer on earth‖ could replicate. 

But there is another Trinity here.  Peter, James, and John were 

blessed in witnessing this moment. However: 

5 
Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, ―Rabbi, it is good for us to be 

here; and let us make three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, 

and one for Elijah‖— 
6 
because he did not know what to say, for they 

were greatly afraid. (Mark 9:5-6) 

 Peter – that fantastic pastiche of humanity’s failings – of course 

has to chime in, breaking the magic of the moment and earning no less 

than a reproof from God Himself: 

7 
And a cloud came and overshadowed them; and a voice came out of 

the cloud, saying, ―This is My beloved Son. Hear Him!‖ 
8 
Suddenly, 

when they had looked around, they saw no one anymore, but only 

Jesus with themselves. (Mark 9:7-8) 

James and John (the Reason and Thought of the Early Church) 

knew better than to speak.  Peter, always full of bravado without 

substance, who has been chided over and over again, been equated 

with Satan, who will continue to fail to grasp the essence of Jesus’ 

teaching, who nearly drowns without Faith, publically denies his 

Savior, and even after the Resurrection seems a bit ―thick‖ when it 

comes to following the words of the Lord, fails to ever be truly 

transformed. 

And yet, upon this – upon US – is His Church created here on 

Earth.  Hear His words.  Listen, as only God the Eternal can ever 

command us.  Look around, and see for yourself ―no one anymore, but 

only Jesus…‖ 

 It has been an honor to walk this Templar Pilgrimage with you, 

my Fraters. Go now – and always – with God. 

  

Soli Deo Gloria! 

 S.K.Scott A. Gothe, REGC 
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