
 

Fraters: 
As we have managed to survive the Holidays with all the 

hustle and bustle and pressures of the season we can now set back 

and relax and enjoy the memories of all the gatherings of family 

and friends.  But let us also remember those who have no family or 

friends and ask what can we do to make life a little more 

comfortable for them?  Please remember charity giving does not 

end after the Holidays. 

February 2 thru 4 will be the Division Commanders 

Seminar in Elizabethtown.  This is an important seminar to 

communicate the goals of Grand Commandery. 

The Division Commanders will receive a notification on this 

weekend. 

The muzzle loader raffle has ended and with much success.  

The winner is Mason Tate from the Northeast section of the state.  

His Father purchased the winning ticket on my visit to Northern 

Commandery in Towanda and put Masons’ name on the ticket.  

Congratulations Mason.  Thank you to all the Sir Knights from 

throughout the great Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for making 

this fund raiser such a success.  With the many donations and gifts 

over the past three years the Holy Land Pilgrimage Fund is nearly 

at our goal of being self-sustainable.  This would not have 

happened without the generosity of the Sir Knights of 

Pennsylvania. 

My itinerary for February is rather light but will pick up in 

March.  Check out the visitation schedule for March on the Grand 

Commandery web site and if we will be close by, please come out 

and visit with us. 

 
 

 

 

The call for the 165
th

 Annual Conclave will be published 

around March 1.  It is important that all Sir Knights read the 

instructions on the registration form.  There is a space to mark if 

you are applying for Mileage and per Diem.  If you are eligible 

you must mark the space in order to receive Mileage and per 

Diem check at the Conclave.   We will have some important 

changes to our Constitution that will appear in the call.  

Membership.  Ask the Master of your Symbolic Lodge if 

he needs a program and offer to do a York Rite Program for the 

Lodge.   We need to brighten the light of York Rite Masonry at the 

first step.   

The Holidays may be just a memory but Easter will soon be 

upon us, and with that, the Easter Sun Rise service of Grand 

Encampment in Alexandria, Va.  Now is the time to ask your 

fellow Sir Knights about joining you for the service.  It is a very 

moving service. 

In closing, thank you to all the Sir Knights of Pennsylvania 

for your support during this Templar Year. 

Yours in Templary, 

S.K. Ray K. Sheaffer, Grand Commander 

Prelate Message 
Now that the month of February is upon us we tend to think about a 

northern Pennsylvania groundhog that may or may not predict 

another six weeks of winter.  And then as mid-month approaches 

our thoughts move on to memories of a special love that warms our 

hearts and kindles our soul.  Here is where we pause as we consider 

what love really is.  The apostle John writes, “If we love one 

another, God lives in us, and his love is made complete in us” (1 

John 4:12b).  He is saying that if we are Christians, people can see 

God in us by looking at our lives.  If we believe that God is love 

and abides in us then it will show in how we act toward other 

people.  We may not show the love of God perfectly in our actions 

any more than a groundhog reacting to the sight of its shadow.  

However, if the Holy Spirit lives in us there will be a difference in 

our lives.  Share the love of God with all whom you come in 

contact that they may know what’s on the outside is because of who 

dwells 
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