
 

 

 

FROM THE APARTMENT OF THE GRAND 

COMMANDER 
 

Sir Knights, Ladies and Guests, 
 

First, I WELCOME the new Sir Knights who received the Orders 

in January. Congratulations! 

 

I hope every Sir Knight made a New Year’s resolution to attend 

and support his Commandery. I ask that each of you take an active 

part in your Commandery this year. Now is the time to step up, as 

in the next few weeks we will be electing and installing the Officers 

for the upcoming year.  All of us working together will make this 

year one of the best.  

 

I want to thank S. K. William F. Reinhold, REPGC, for holding the 

rescheduled Virginia 2017 Knight Templar Drill Competition last 

October in Charlottesville. Teams from Fredericksburg 

Commandery No. 1 and Richmond Commandery No. 2 

participated. Fredericksburg Commandery No. 1 with the higher 

score was presented the Fitz Allen Brown Memorial Drill Trophy.  

Congratulations to all and both team’s members earned the 2017 

Drill Bar.  

 

Did you know that The York Rite Emerging Leader Program is a 

voluntary, three-year training course designed to standardize leader 

training within York Rite masonry?  A course graduate is 

designated a “Certified Leader”. A recent graduate shared his 

thoughts with me regarding his experience and I am sharing them 

with you.  He took away two very valuable lessons.   

 
 

 
 

 

First is that, “Before one can lead, he must be able to follow” 

and second, to lead Templar volunteers you need to have “Buy 

In”.  It is his experience that Sir Knights must make themselves 

familiar with all Templar goals from the top to the bottom. With 

that knowledge they can then select the leadership style required 

to accomplish organizational goals.  

 

 “And you got that from the York Rite Leadership Program”, I 

asked?  He responded that this was not his first leadership 

course.  However, when exposed to the business meeting in the 

third and final year it enabled him to see the big picture.  This 

emerging leader, my fellow fraters, has been significantly 

influenced to accomplish our Templar goals.  Are you willing to 

serve, to subordinate yourself one day a year for three years?  If 

so, maybe you should become a Certified Leader.    

 

Remember to make your plans now to attend Easter Sunrise 

Service at The George Washington Masonic Memorial on April 

1, 2018. Also, it not too early to make plans to attend our Annual 

Conclave May 5th and 6th, 2018. 

 

If you know of any sick or distressed Sir Knights, please forward 

their names and addresses to me so I can send them a card. 

 

Together, let’s make Knights Templar shine in Virginia.  

Remember to “LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE” 

 

In His Service, 

 

RB 

Roy B. Henderson, Jr. 

Right Eminent Grand Commander 

Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Virginia 
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