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Sir Knights 

 
 The month of February is the shortest months but it is by no 
means small in stature. There are a great number of things we celebrate 
this month, from Washington’s, and Lincoln’s birthday. It is also the 
month that celebrates the founding of the Boy Scouts of America 109 
years ago. A great number of Boy Scouts have went on to become 
famous from Presidents like Dwight Eisenhower, John Kennedy and 
George W, Bush to astronaut’s like Neil Armstrong and in the 
entertainment field, John Wayne, Harrison Ford, Steven Spielberg, Keith 
Richards, and Rick Perry to name a few. 
 
We also celebrate Saint Valentine’s Day this month, it originated as a 
Western Christian feast day to honor one of the early saints named 
Valentinus. Valentine’s Day is also a celebration of romance and love, 
and in some cases flowers and chocolates are involved at least by me. 
 
Now back to work, Sir Knights our spring festival is fast approaching and 
as always we need to recruit new members to join us in our endeavors. 
As has been said by many people more eloquently than myself, we will 
not be able to last if our numbers don’t improve. From my point of view it 
is a sad statement that we have allowed our numbers to become so low. 
 
From a height of 453,836 in 1927 to what it is today. Our numbers have 
coincided with the numbers of Master Masons from which we draw our 
members, there have been many hills and valleys in our 200 year 
history, the numbers in 1927 were before the Great Depression and 
dropped during that time, they rose after the Second World War and by 
1960 had returned to 398,564. Then came what some people call the fall 
of the family unit people became less likely to become involved in their 
community and became withdrawn from it. They felt like it wasn’t 
necessary to belong and many of our civic groups and churches have felt 
the same lack of members. 
 
Family’s rarely if ever except on certain holidays gather around the table 
to share meals and the happenings of their day, some will even text 
across the table. I know I sound like the grumpy old man that I am, but 
the loss of family and friends are walling us off from the life we should 
embrace.  

There are several other things that take place during this month the 
Super bowl, and Ground Hogs day happen this month. I just hope that 
we do not act like the Groundhog who sees his shadow and hides in his 
burrow for the next few weeks or months. 
 
 We need to be out and share our experiences with those who do not 
know who we are or what we do. And while we are doing that, let’s not 
forget the members who have for whatever reason chosen not to remain 
with is in our work, and ask what we can do to make them want to rejoin 
us.  
 

Fraternally yours, 
Forrest C. Peck Jr. REGC 
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