
 
not only send a simple Valentine's Day greeting card, but we should 
continue to show our love and affection every day of the year. This is our 
chivalric duty as a Knight Templar. 
 
  I wish you all a very happy Valentine's Day, and look forward to seeing 
you as I travel to various Inspections this month. 
 
  In closing, It is with deep sorrow that we announce the passing of Sir 
Knight John Davis Jones, Eminent Past Commander of Melita 
Commandery No. 37, and Past Grand Prelate of the Grand Commandery 
of Illinois and Eminent Past Grand Prelate of the Grand Encampment, 
along with his Lady Shirley, who were killed in an automobile accident. 
Our sympathy goes out to Sir Knight William Jackson Jones and Sir 
Knight Thomas Jones on the loss of their brother. I wish to extend my 
appreciation to all of the Sir Knights who attended the service for Sir 
Knight John and formed the Honor Guard and escort. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Mark Alan Keagle, Grand Commander 
 

February Inspections 
 
February   9 Ottawa No. 10,  2nd Division 
  916 Columbus Street, Ottawa 
 
February  16 Calvary No. 25, 1st Division 
  Rt 14 & Ross Street, Cary 
 
  St. Aldemar No. 47 & Macomb No. 56,  3rd Division 
  at 125th South 5th Street, Petersburg 
 
February 23 Apollo No. 1,  1st Division 
  120 West Wesley, Wheaton 
 
  Peoria No. 3 & Blaney No. 5, 3rd Division 
  129 South Sampson, Tremont  
 
  Palestine No. 27, 4th Division 
  301 South Central Avenue, Paris 
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Sir Knights: 
 
  The Inspections are in full swing this month. Many Sir Knights will be 
traveling around the state attending or participating in the Inspections. 
We must set aside some time to show our affection to our ladies and 
family. February is the month that we celebrate Valentine's Day. 
 
  Valentine's Day has been celebrated in February since the Middle 
Ages. It is not exactly clear why the day is celebrated on February 14th. 
Some believe that this is the day that Saint Valentine was martyred. 
Some believe that February 14th was chosen by the church to coincide 
with a pagan holiday, Lupercalia. 
 
  The church as very little information on who Saint Valentine was. A 
couple of  the legends indicate that he helped people marry or that he 
fell in love with a woman while in prison for helping Christians escape 
Roman prisons. The pagan celebration of Lupercalia was a day when 
sacrifices and fertility rituals were performed. In Europe during the 
Middle Ages people believed that February was the start of the mating 
season for birds. The combination of these is believed to be why 
Valentine's Day is associated with love and romance in February. 
 
  Valentine's Day is celebrated in France, Mexico, Great Britain, 
Canada, Australia and the United States. In all these countries it is 
customary to exchange small tokens of affection. In the early days it was 
common to give letters, but as time has moved on it is more common to 
give a printed greeting card. It is estimated that over 1 billion greeting 
cards will be given out for Valentine's Day. 
 
We, as Christian Knights, should uphold the traditions of Valentine's 
Day. The sacrifices that our families make, in order for us to promote 
and grow this Christian organization, should be rewarded. We should 
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