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Riley D. Greenwood 
Grand Commander 

 

Greetings Sir Knights, 

 We are deep into the winter now and I hope you are all 

enjoying it.  Even though I am from away (Arkansas) I still try to 

enjoy the winter with a little Ice Fishing and some other sports 

especially the sport that involves the old snow shovel.     

 This month we celebrate the Birthday of Brother George 

Washington.  Let us look upon his example during the war that 

created this Great Nation.  These are times in our Fraternity that 

call for faith.  We have a real challenge ahead of us to keep some 

of our Commanderies viable as well as some of our Chapters and 

Councils.  If one reflects on the odds of our Brother being able to 

lead what was initially a poorly trained and equipped fledgling 

army against the most powerful army of the time it would appear 

an impossible task. Indeed, our Brother was very experienced at 

leading small units engaged in frontier warfare during the French 

and Indian war and while he was the most qualified of the 

available candidates for command of the Continental Army, 

Brother Washington had no practical experience maneuvering 

large formations, handling cavalry, artillery or the logistical 

experience necessary to support thousands of men in the field.  

What the General did was learn on the job, think on his feet and 

get out of the box with his tactics.  We need to work with the 

same determination and innovation he demonstrated.  In order 

not to lose any more ground we need to emulate his example and 

not give up!  Surely our situation with York Rite is not near as dire 

as when the General lost the Battle of Long Island.  Against the 

odds, our brother prevailed, defeated the British and a Nation was 

born.   

 I would like to encourage attendance this year at the 

Grand Encampment Easter Observance at the George 

Washington Masonic Memorial in Arlington Virginia on 21 April.  

The hotel cost $105 per night with the meal package being $75.  

If there is enough interest, we will charter a bus for the trip down.  

The cost of the bus will be approximately $115 per person if the 

bus is full.  Complete information on the Easter Observance is 

available on the Grand Encampment website, the Grand 

Commandery website and the Grand Commandery Facebook 

page.       

 There is still no scheduled inspection for DeMolay.  

Please check the website, FB and email for the new date.   

 As Always, check the Grand Commandery Web Site and 

Facebook page for the latest information. 
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Riley D Greenwood 
 

 
Thomas A Emery 

Upcoming events 
History School of the Knight 
Blanquefort Commandery in 
Ellsworth  

Wednesday, 6 February snow 
date 13 February 

Inspections 
DeMolay No. 10 TBD 
Palestine No. 14 Saturday, 9 February 
Pilgrim No. 19 Saturday, 19 March 
Blanquefort No. 13 Monday, 6 March 
St. Amand No. 20 Saturday, 16 March 
Claremont No. 9 Monday, 18 March 

 


