
Sir Knights of Nebraska, 
 
     I hope this finds you doing well. Grand Lodge 
has just finished and we want to congratulate 
Most Worshipful Past Grand Master Patrick 
Barger on a great year and wish well the newly 
elected and appointed Grand Officers. While we 
are on the subject of Blue Lodge, one of the goals 
for the York Rite bodies this year was to be active 
participants and supporters of our Blue Lodges. It 
is in our shared and best interest to be leaders in 
our Blue Lodges. How do we do this? First, 
attend the regular communication meetings. Be 
an active member who is helping develop the 
plans for a strong lodge, be a positive influence 
not negative. Second, be a part of the ritual, 
whether that is giving a lecture, sitting in a chair, 
setting up the lodge for degree work, or helping 
put the meal together after the degree- be active. 
Third, recruit worthy candidates for your lodge. 
Our future Knight Templars come from our 
fellow lodge brothers so it is again in our best 
interest to expand our pool of candidates by 
raising new brothers. Lastly, visit Blue Lodges in 
your area. We need to make sure and not forego 

the recruitment of YR members from other 
lodges just because that is not “our” lodge. As 
always please do not hesitate to reach out to me 
or any of the Grand Officers with something you 
feel needs to addressed or a new idea that will 
help the fraternity. 
     Some important date to pass on, 2 March – 
Royal Arch Festival in Papillion, 23 March – 
Council Degree and Commandery Orders in 
Papillion, NE Grand York Rite 4-6 April in 
Columbus, and 21 April Mid-West Easter 
Observance. Please accept this personal invitation 
to all of these YR events. 
     Thank You for being a Knight Templar. 
 
God Bless. 
 
Cecil Smith 
Grand Commander 
Grand Commandery  
Knights Templar of Nebraska 
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