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In order to keep you better informed of the happenings in the 

jurisdiction, I will dedicate a portion of this column to upcoming 

events for the month. Below are our events for February: 

• Saturday, 2 February 10:00am Order of the Red Cross 

Inspection -- Concord 

• Saturday, 23 February 10:00am Order of Malta -- 

Portsmouth 

• Saturday, 16 March 10:00am Order of the Temple -- 

Manchester 

 
        

                    In the depths of Winter 

February can be a tough month for many; we have passed 

the festivities and gatherings that occur at Christmas and New 

Years and Spring seems but a distant time that will never arrive. 

The days, while they grow longer, seem to drag on in eternal 

darkness as we are but half way through the season.  

For us in Templary, as we talked last month, is our time that 

we gather together to impart our orders on our newest candidates, 

share an agape together and begin the cycle anew. I thought it 

would be a worthwhile endeavor to explore the first of these orders, 

the Illustrious Order of the Red Cross. This is the bridge between 

the story we learned in the Royal Arch and our beginnings of 

chivalric Christian Knighthood. We are taught of the first and most 

important tenet of any Sir Knight, that of Truth. We also learn of 

the role of Deity, Justice, and Liberty plays in our lives. 

In this order, we put on the role of Zerubbabel (roughly 

translated as ‘seed of Babylon’), who led the Jews from their 

captivity in Babylon and helped with the building of the second 

Temple in Jerusalem after being appointed governor of the  

province by King Darius who we also find portrayed within the 

order.  

 The story told in the order is not unique to Templary and we 

find it in other masonic bodies, such as Knight Masons and even 

the Scottish Rite. While the tale does not feature as a predominantly 

chivalric knight history that we find in the other two orders, it is 

never the less, an important message to be featured in so many 

varying groups. 

 While no one knows of the exact first conferral of the order, 

it is assumed to have come from either Irish or Scottish brethren 

who were in the early colonies. It was through the founders of 

Templary that this order found its way into our system. It was very 

likely the efforts of Thomas Smith-Webb and Henry Fowle 

(according to many sources) that the Red Cross was included at all. 

It is assumed that Smith-Webb modified the ritual to be closer to 

what we have today and most likely differed in some capacity from 

the original work. It was not without controversy, as many in the 

newly formed Grand Encampment questioned its relevance to 

Christian Knighthood. This controversy was driven by other factors 

as well, at the time the order was not conferred upon those who 

practiced Templary in Europe and many felt this would drive a 

wedge between the SKs. It took until the late 19th Century for the 

debate to finally settle and it to be fully accepted by all. 
 

I hope this short look into the order brought some new 

insight. I look forward to seeing all of you this month, as we set our 

new companions on their path. 
 

Reminder, dates of events are always subject to change. We do 

have our York Rite Calendar posted on the website at 

https://nhyorkrite.org/calendars/ 

 

IHS, 

SK Patrick J. O’Sullivan, GCG – Editor 
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