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Harry Truman served as Grand Master of the State of 

Missouri in 1941, and remained an active Mason regularly attending 

local DC lodge meetings during his time in the Senate and later the 

White House. Brother Truman was named Sovereign Grand 

Inspector General, 33° in October 1945 while serving as President. 

With the exception of Washington and Truman, Masonic affiliation 

has not necessarily translated into Presidential success. Monroe’s 

lasting legacy is the doctrine establishing American sovereignty over 

the western hemisphere. Andrew Jackson is notable as a war hero 

and populist politician, and villain among Native Americans. Polk 

was largely obscure even during his single term in office. 

Buchanan’s contributions as Secretary of State and ambassador to 

multiple countries exceed those as President. His efforts to calm 

tensions over slavery succeeded only in alienating both sides and 

many historians rank him near the bottom of our presidents. Andrew 

Johnson is one of two presidents to have been impeached, and 

ultimately acquitted. Garfield and McKinley both were victims of 

assassination.  In an oddity, Teddy Roosevelt became president upon 

Brother McKinley’s death, and 40 years later Truman moved into the 

Oval Office upon the death of Brother Franklin Roosevelt. Taft is the 

only president to sit on the Supreme Court, while Harding died in 

office in disgrace. Ford is remembered for the Nixon pardon and 

ending the long Watergate national nightmare. 
 

Presidents' Day, February 18, 2019 - Let Us Pray and Give Thanks" 

"With thankful hearts, O God, we acknowledge your guidance and 

blessings to our leaders and all the people of the land. Give us a confident 

faith that we may go forward into the future without fear and 

discouragement. Incline our hearts to do your will as made known to us 

through your Son, Jesus Christ. Keep us true to the spirit of those who 

endured danger and sacrifice that future generations may continue to be 

blessed by our efforts.” Amen 
 

February is also the month to recognize our Ladies, by 

lavishing them with cards, flowers or chocolate. To each Templar 

Lady across Pennsylvania, Lady Brenda and I wish you:  

Happy Valentine’s Day 

Courteously, 

S.K. Benjamin A. Beynon,  

Grand Commander 

18 february 2019 

 

 Sir Knights, 

February is both the shortest, and longest month of the year; 

shortest in the sense of 28 days, longest while we wait for warmer 

days and the first hints of the forth coming spring. In Pennsylvania, 

Punxsutawney Phil reappears from his long winter’s nap to make his 

eagerly anticipated prognostication. 

 
While Phil’s Masonic record cannot be located, can it be just 

co-incidence his handler wears a Master’s top hat? 

 

February is when we celebrate and honor our Presidents. 

Fourteen U.S. Presidents are documented to have been Freemasons. 

In chronological order: Washington, Monroe, Jackson, Polk, Pa’s 

own James Buchanan, Andrew Johnson, Garfield, McKinley, T. 

Roosevelt, Taft, Harding, F.D. Roosevelt, Truman and Ford. 

Washington’s Masonic record and contributions to the fraternity are 

well known, and his portrait hangs in many lodges across the 

Commonwealth. 

A bit of ironic Masonic trivia, Abraham Lincoln petitioned 

an Illinois Lodge in 1860, but withdrew before receiving the degrees 

fearing his membership would be viewed as political pandering. The 

lodge records indicate he intended to resubmit his petition once he 

returned from his time in Washington. Unfortunately, events at a 

Washington theatre in April 1865 prevented such action. 

 


