
 

In spite of the perfect organization of the action of destroying the Order, 

different authors forward a figure of 40,000 Sir Knights that could have escaped 

from the arrest. With respect to the arrested people, the most credible figure 

arising from the encountered documents is of 638 in the entire France. 

Comparing the two figures, an enormous difference arises of knights that 

succeeded in continuing the Templars’ mysteries, secrets, knowledge and ethics. 

Another element is added related to the individual value of the knights who 

were not arrested, knowing that, on one hand, they were the best professionals of 

the weapons and of the war techniques, with particular physical and moral 

qualities and, on the other hand, many European kings and princes had a strong 

need of warriors in order to face with the Muslim invasions but also for the fights 

between them. Another question is asked also with respect to the destiny of the 

sergeants, warriors as good as the knights, but without a noble lineage could not 

receive the degree of a knight or the professionals dealing with the financial 

businesses, the constructions and the fleet of the Order that, not having the degree 

of a Knight, did not have their fate.  

In this context, it is credible the idea that some sovereigns tried to recover 

and to use ancient Templars, isolated or in groups. 

The existence of an operative masonry, in the Middle Age, as an extension of the 

brotherhood and the guilds of craftsmen is a fact recorded by the historian in the 

realities of that time. The researchers assert as plausible the idea that the non-

arrested Sir Knights, after the Order was abolished, could enter the masonic 

guilds, particularly because there was a tight collaboration between them and the 

Templars, as they answered the Templars’ order of building fortresses, churches, 

bridges or making equipment and weapons. We may suppose that the good 

professional and personal relationships could play an important role in the 

refugee of the former Templars in such corporations. 

 We may also suppose that these new members came with a higher 

professional formation from the point of view of the religion and of the rituals, 

bringing rules, rituals, practices, symbols and insignia from the Templar heritage, 

which would explain their presence in the modern speculative masonry. In 

support of this theory, there is also the argument of the Scottish knight Andrew 

Michael Ramsay that we quoted previously, for the Templar origin of the modern 

Freemasonry.  

Paradoxically, a support for this theory comes even from some persons 

who are against the masonry that, in their fierce attack against the Masonry, 

reproach precisely the origin of the Templars, after the destruction of the Order 

and the perpetuation of their terrible mysteries. Subsequently, the theory of the 

organic connection between the Templars and the modern Freemasonry find its 
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adepts both among the Masons and their opponents, as shown by Francis J. 

Scully in front of the Committee of Templar history of the Grand Encampment of 

Knights Templar of the United States of America.  

Another theory on this subject is of the transmittal, called also the French 

theory. It asserts that the Templar Order was not completely destroyed and went 

on existing, subsisting and persisting, even in France. The supporters of this 

theory formulates the presumption that Jacques de Molay, anticipating his death, 

anyway old and weakened by the detention, the pressures and interrogations, 

would have appointed Jean M. Larmenius as his successor, with the right 

expressly provided in the Charter of the Transmission, for sending further on the 

dignity. J. M. Larmenius from Jerusalem delivered, in his turn, his authority in 

1324 to Francis Th. Theobald from Alexandria and assured himself an 

uninterrupted line of Grand Masters, until Sir William Sidney Smith, in 1838 but, 

after his death in 1840, the tradition of the transmission ceased being elected one 

Grand Master in each country were the Order was operational. A copy of the 

document was published under the title Larmenius Charter, bearing his signature, 

but without the signature of Jaques de Molay. Many researchers doubt of the 

authenticity of this Charter that seems to have been fabricated to support a 

genealogy that should lead the Templar history only to France. 

 
Another theory asserts that, after what happened in France, the King Dion 

(or Deniz) of Portugal would have obtained in 1319 the approval of the Pope 

John XII of establishing the Order of Christ, and all the Templars’ possessions 

from Portugal should be adjudicated to this Order. The King asserted that the 

“Order of Christ was created to reform the Templars’ Order”, generating many 

speculations whether the King wanted to reform (i.e. transformation, change) or 

re-form (i.e. remaking). It would be easy to accept this “Portuguese pathway”, 

the Templars could have penetrated inside the modern Freemasonry, unless there 

had been the counter theory that the Order of Christ is, as a matter of fact, a 

replacer and not a continuer of the Templar Order. In support of the Templar 

evolution from Portugal, we can mention the Templar Castle from Tomar, full of 

Templar esoteric symbolistic. 

To be continued… 
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